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Intellectual in Germany, 1914-1933. Toronto/Buffalo/ London: Univ. of Toronto Press.
1978. As a good contemporary example of ‘death threat’ (economic crisis) and its
overcoming we can count the financial crisis of Asian countries in early 90’s. Without
lapsing into and relying on one single dimension of symbolic form (e.g. ‘myth’), thereby
not ossifying the dynamics of symbolic humanity, those countries successfully managed to
cope with the ‘death threat’ of economic crisis, especially by letting other symbolic forms
resist the uprising symbolic form, ‘myth’ of nationalism. Another good example of
overcoming the ‘death threat’ of economic crisis would be the Eastern European countries
(Czech Republic, Poland, Bulgaria, etc.) after the breakdown of the communist regime.
Countless number of symbolic dimensions of their society-the press, art, literature,
politics, science, etc.-dynamically work together to deter one symbolic form from coming
to predominance. It is very deplorable, however, to see occasional fascist movements in
Germany today even though it has an objectively higher standard of economic life as
compared to the Eastern European countries. The dynamics of ‘symbolic forms,’ not

wealth, is the key to the health of a society after all.
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2007. p. 186-203 (3.2 Das ,Symbolische’ als die Wirklichkeit der theoretischen Erkenntnis
und aller anderen menschlich-geistigen Bereiche) .

Husserl, E. The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology. Evanston:
Northwestern Univ. Press. 1970. p. 111-114 (§29), p. 123-135 (§34).

Ibid. p. 135-137 (§35).

Ibid. p. 57-59 (§9-L).

Welter, R. “Die Lebenswelt als ‘Anfang’ des methodischen Denkens in Phidnomenologie und
Wissenschaftstheorie” in Lebenswelt und Wissenschaft. Studien zum Verhdltnis von
Phdnomenologie und Wissenschaftstheorie. Bonn: Bouvier. 1991. p. 143-163. esp. p.
143-148.

Cassirer, E. The Myth of the State. New York: Doubleday &Company, Inc. 1955. p. 1-60
(Part I What is Myth?). The entire ‘Part I' is dedicated to expound the fact that myth is
ubiquitous in every aspect und phase of humanity, e.g. in ‘language,’ ‘psychology
(emotions) ,’ our ‘social life’ etc.

Ibid. p. 58-60.

Ibid. p. 60.

Ibid. p. 348-349.

Ibid. p. 235-347 (Part III. The Myth of the Twentieth Century: “XV. The Preparation:
Carlyle,” “XVI. From Hero Worship to Race Worship,” “XVII. Hegel”).

Coskun, D. “The Politics of Myth: Ernst Cassirer’s Pathology of the Totalitarian State” in
Perspectives on Political Science, Vol.36 (Summer 2007, Number 3). Not only the technology
as factual reality such as radio and TV but also ‘technology’ as a dimension of humanity
should surely be reckoned in our critical and transcendental consideration of the
phenomenon of ‘fascism.’ ‘Fascism’ is-in this multi-dimensional sense-‘politics’ which is
‘teéhnology’ of ‘myth.’ Cassirer, E. The Myth of the State. New York: Doubleday &
Company, Inc. 1955. p. 348-373 (Part III, XVIII: The Technique of the Modern Political
Myths) .

Ibid. p. 355-357.

Contrary to the argument of the Frankfurt School that (scientific) reason inherited from
the Enlightenment and its sweeping “instrumentalizing” effect is the cause of fascism,
Cassirer’s diagnosis is that not reason or science but the pathology of ‘culture’ is the very
thing that brings about the phenomenon of ‘fascism.’ Coskun, D. “The Politics of Myth:
Ernst Cassirer’s Pathology of the Totalitarian State” in Perspectives on Political Science,
Vo0i.36 (Summer 2007, Number 3). p. 155; ¢f. Adorno, T./Horkheimer, M. Dialectic of
Enlightenment: Philosophical Fragments. (trans. E. Jephcott) Stanford: Stanford Univ.
Press. 2002. p. 9.

On Cassirer’s political orientation as liberal democrat see Coskun, D. “The Politics of
Myth: Ernst Cassirer’s Pathology of the Totalitarian State” in Perspectives on Political
Science, Vol.36 (Summer 2007, Number 3). p. 153-155 (Introduction). For a detailed and

exhaustive study on this see Lipton, D. Evnust Cassiver: The Dilemma of a Liberal
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36
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38

39

40

symbols Cassirer calls “symbolic pregnance.” Cassirer, E. The Philosophy of Symbolic
Forms Vol. 3 (Phenomenology of Knowledge). New Haven/London: Yale Univ. Press. 1957.
p. 191-204 (Part II Chapter 5). A scratch of line, for example, is never a factum brutum
“line” but can be a rigorous geometrical line, or a token of mythical-magical power, or an
aesthetic-artistic ornament, etc. Cassirer, E. Symbol, Technik, Sprache. Hamburg: Felix
Meiner Verlag. 1995. p. 5-6.

Cassirer, E. An Essay on Man: An Introduction to a Philosophy of Human Culture. New
Haven: Yale Univ. Press. 1944. p. 171-206 (Chapter X. History).

Cassirer, E. Substance and Function & Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. New York: Dover
Publications Inc. 1923. p. 115-130 (Chapter IV-II), p. 139-151 (Chapter IV-IV); also
¢f. Cassirer, E. The Philosophy of Symbolic Forms Vol. 3 (Phenomenology of Knowledge). New
Haven/London: Yale Univ. Press. 1957. p. 406-479 (Part III Chapter 5).

Cassirer, E. Substance and Function & Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. New York: Dover.
Publications Inc. 1923. p. 151-170 (Chapter IV-V).

Ibid. p. 27-35 (Chapter II-I); also ¢f. Cassirer, E. The Philosophy of Symbolic Forms Vol. 3
(Phenomenology of Knowledge). New Haven/London: Yale Univ. Press. 1957. p. 357-366
(Part III Chapter 4-1) as well as p. 389-405 (Part III Chapter 4-4).

Cassirer, E. Substance and Function & Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. New York: Dover
Publications Inc. 1923. p. 56-62 (Chapter II-1V).

Ibid. p. 100-111 (Chapter III-1V).

Ibid. p. 91-100 (Chapter III-II).

Ibid. p. 114-119 (Chapter IV-I, II).

Ibid. p. 91, p. 181-183. Leibniz’s theory of space as ordre des coexistences possibles is
again emphasized in Cassirer, E. Symbol, Technik, Sprache. Hamburg: Felix Meiner Verlag.
1995. p. 102.

Cassirer, E. Substance and Function & Einstein’s Theory .of Relativity. New York: Dover
Publications Inc. 1923. p. 151-170 (Chapter IV-V), esp. p. 168-170.

Ibid. p. 108-111 (Chapter III-1V).

Ibid. p. 187-203 (Chapter IV-VII); also ¢f. Cassirer, E. Das Erkenntnisproblem in der
Philosophie und Wissenschaft devr neuweven Zeit Vierter Band: von Hegels Tod bis zur
Gegenwart(1832-1932). Darmstadt: Wiss. Buchgesellschaft. 1995. p. 88-124 (Erstes Buch
Funftes Kapitel: Ziel und Methode der theoretischen Physik) .

Cassirer, E. Philosophie der symbolischen Formen (Zweiter Teil: Das mythische Denken).
Darmstadt: Wiss. Buchgesellschaft. 1994. (9th ed.) p. 78-90 (Erster Abschnitt Kapitel II);
also ¢f. Cassirer, E. Wesen und Wirkung des Symbolbegriffs. Darmstadt: Wiss.
Buchgesellschaft. 1977. p. 36.

Cassirer, E. Philosophie der symbolischen Formen (Zweiter Teil: Das mythische Denken).
Darmstadt: Wiss. Buchgesellschaft. 1994. (9t ed.) p. 53-67 (Erster Abschnitt Kapitel I).
Choi, K.-S. Im Dialog mit den Wissenschaften: Phdinomenologische und neukantianische

Wissenschaftsphilosophie bei Husserl und Cassirer. Wiirzburg: Konigshausen & Neumann.
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25

experience, but in order to apprehend it in a purely ideational analysis.”

Cassirer, E. Substance and Function & Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. New York: Dover
Publications Inc. 1923. p. 115-130 (Chapter 1V-II), p. 139-151 (Chapter IV-IV).
Cassirer, E. Philosophie der symbolischen Formen (Zweiter Teil: Das mythische Denken).
Darmstadt: Wiss. Buchgesellschaft. 1994. (9th ed.) p. 53-67 (Erster Abschnitt Kapitel I).
On the ‘phase’ of the language of ‘science’ as compared with that of the language of
‘myth,” also see Ibid. p. 39-77 (Erster Abschnitt Kapitel I); the entire book of the
Philosophy of Symbolic Forms Vol. 3 (Phenomenology of Knowledge) deals with the
synchronic-transcendental conditioning of science through language as long as science is
nothing but ‘language’ (concepts) as well as with the diachronic-transcendental conditioning
as long as the ‘language’ of science is also conditioned by other ‘phases’ of language such
as ‘expression’ and ‘representation.’ Esp. see Cassirer, E. The Philosophy of Symbolic
Forms Vol. 3 (Phenomenology of Knowledge). (trans. R. Manheim) New Haven/London: Yale
Univ. Press. 1957. p. 281-356 (Part III Chapter 1,2,3).

A new systematic interpretation of Cassirer’s philosophy through the concepts of
‘synchronic-’ and ‘diachronic-transcendental’ is already done in detail in my book Choi,
K.-S. Im Dialog mit den Wissenschaften: Phinomenologische und neukantianische
Wissenschaftsphilosophie bei Husserl und Cassirer. Wiirzburg: Konigshausen & Neumann.
2007. p. 49-62 (1.4.2 Cassirers Wissenschafts philosophie: synchron, diachron, transcendental-
1, 1v).

Sieg, U. Aufstieg und Niedergang des Marburger Neukantianismus. Die Geschichte einer
philosophischen Schulgemeinschaft. Wiirzburg: Konigshausen & Neumann. 1994. p. 336.
(esp. footnote 159).

Such irreconcilability can be again rephrased as that of ‘pure logic’ and ‘logic of culture.’
Friedman, M. “A Turning Point in Philosophy: Carnap-Cassirer-Heidegger” in Parrini,
P./Salmon, W./Salmon, M. (ed.) Logical Empiricism: Historical & Contemporary Perspectives.
Pittsburgh: Univ. of Pittsburgh Press. 2003. p. 28.

Husserl, E. Logische Untersuchungen. Zweiter Band Evster Teil: Untersuchungen zur
Phanomenologie und Theorie der Evkenninis. Tubingen: Max Niemeyer. 1968. p. 251, p.
239-242 (I111- 8 7); ¢f. Husserl, E. Logical Investigations. Volume Two. London/Henley:
Routledge & Kegan Paul. 1970. p. 446-448.

With its perennial emphasis on Anschauung the Husserlian phenomenology has difficulties
with the explanation of history and comes only late to tackle with the problem of history
as in Crisis. At any rate ‘history’ is nothing but ‘historical’ Anschauung constituted in
high complexity (i.e. through empathy on the personalistic level and fictional picture-
consciousness) within the framework of transcendental subjectivity. Cf. Lembeck, K.-H.
Gegenstand Geschichte. Geschichtswissenschaftstheorie in Husserls Phdanomenologie. Dordrecht:
Kluwer Verlag. 1988. p. 185-222 (Kapitel V Bedingungen des historischen Wissens), p.
231-242 (8§28 “Faktum Geschichte” und die Grenzen phanomenologischer Geschichtsphilosophie) .

The seeming factwm brutum but in fact a ‘crossroad’ of endless number of multi-dimensional
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J.N. Findlay) London/Henley: Routledge & Kegan Paul. 1970. p. 51-266 (Prolegomena to
Pure Logic) .

Almost the entire volume of Husserl's Logical Investigations Volume Otne, Prolegomena to
Puve Logic, deals with the prejudicial confounding of ‘logic’ and ‘psychology.’ Esp. cf.
Ibid. p. 98-121 (§21-827), p. 135-196 (§32-§51).

Ibid. p. 245. (§71).

Husserl, E. Phdnomenologische Psychologie (Vorlesungen Sommersemester 1925). (Husserliana
IX) Den Haag: Martinus Nijhoff. 1962. p. 72-74.

Husserl, E. Logical Investigations. Volume One. London/Henley: Routledge & Kegan Paul.
1970. p. 236-243 (§67- 870); c¢f. Husserl, E. Logische Untersuchungen. Erster Band:
Prolegomena zur reinen Logik. Tibingen: Max Niemeyer. 1968. p. 242-252 (§67-8§70).
Cf. Husserl, E. Ideas Pertaining to a Pure Phenomenology and to a Phenomenological
Philosophy. First Book. The Hague/Boston/London: Martinus Nijhoff. 1982. p. 63-75 (§
33-836), p. 105-114 (8§47-850). Nam-In Lee systematically expounds that individual
sciences on one hand, and formal and regional ontologies that support them on the other
are all grounded in the transcendental phenomenology of subjectivity after all. Lee, N.-I.
“On the Future of Phenomenological Sociology” in The Future of Applied Phenomenology.
(The Second Conference of Phenomenology as Bridge between East and West, 11th -13th Feb.
2007) Seoul: Seoul National University. 2007. p. 202-224.

The early neo-Kantian critique of Anschauung is to be found in Hermann Cohen’s works
in the context of discussing Kantian philosophy. Cohen, H. Kants Theorie der Erfahrung
(Werke Band 1. Teil 1.1). Hildesheim/Ziirich/New York: Georg Olms Verlag. 1987. p.
531. Paul Natorp directly criticizes Husserl on his concept of phenomenological
Anschauung. Natorp, P. “Zur Frage der logischen Methode” in Kant-Studien 6 (1901). p.
270-283; Natorp, P. “Husserl’s ‘Ideen zu einer reinen Phidnomenologie'” in Logos VII
(1917-18) .

Cassirer, E. Substance and Function & Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. (trans. W. C.
Swabey & M. C. Swabey) New York: Dover Publications Inc. 1923. p. 26. On Cassirer’s
prohibition of petdBacic erc &AAo yévog also see Ibid. p. 3-26 (Chapter 1).

Ibid. p. 18-26 (Chapter I-III), p. 35-44 (Chapter II-II), p. 54-67 (Chapter II-IV).
Cassirer, E. Philosophie der symbolischen Formen (Zweitev Tetil: Das mythische Denken).
Darmstadt: Wiss. Buchgesellschaft. 1994. (9th ed.) p. VII-XII.

Ibid. p. 16 (footnote 1); also c¢f. Cassirer, E. The Philosophy of Symbolic Forms (Volume
Two: Mythical Thought). (trans. R. Mannheim) New Haven/London: Yale Univ. Press.
1955. p. 12 (footnote 1). “Husserl’s own development [...] makes it increasingly clear
that the task of phenomenology, as Husserl sees it, is not exhausted in the analysis of
cognition but calls for an investigation of the structures of entirely different objective
spheres, according to what they ‘signify’ and without concern for the ‘reality’ of their
objects. Such an investigation should include the mythical ‘world,” not in order to derive

its specific actuality by induction from the manifold of ethnological and ethnic-psychological

Destruction of the Sciences and Phenomenology of Culture in Cassirer 9



sciences with mythical elements and of emotional expressiveness such as racist biology
and racist biological theory of law (Karl Schmidt) .

Whereas ‘science’ is a struggle against ‘myth’ (i.e. ‘science’ stands in a negatively
conditioned relation with ‘myth’), fascist sciences turn out to be rather predominated
by ‘myth’ itself. This indicates that the malfunction of one symbolic form (dimension)
leads to the state of unbalance between many symbolic forms, namely, the sweeping
predominance and rigidity of one symbolic form over others. For example, the
predominance of technological ‘science’ as we observe today is as much disastrous as
the sweeping predominance of political ‘myth’ as we have experienced in the early 20t
century. The entire trajectory of transcendental phenomenology of culture ranging from
the critical analysis of sciences to the investigation of symbolic forms of entire
humanity now turns out to harbor the political implication of democratic liberalism that
lets all those multi-dimensional ‘phases’ of humanity dynamic, harmonious and still

more multifarious.%

References

1 Hegel, G. Phenomenology of Spirit. (trans. A. V. Miller) Oxford/New York/Toronto:
Oxford University Press. 1977. p. 27 (847), p. 30-31 (§51).

2 Husserl, E. Logical Investigations. Volume Omne: Prolegomena to Pure Logic, Expression and
Meaning, The Ideal Unity of the Species. (trans. J.N. Findlay) London/Henley: Routledge
& Kegan Paul. 1970. p. 263-266 (Volume II Introduction §7); Husserl, E. The Crisis of
European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology. (trans. D. Carr) Evanston:
Northwestern Univ. Press. 1970. p. 198-203 (§57).

3 Ibid. p. 201-202.

4 Martin Heidegger aptly summarizes not only Husserl’s phenomenology but also the
phenomenological project in general including his own under the motto “Zu den Sachen
selbst!” Heidegger, M. Sein und Zeit. Tibingen: Max Niemeyer. 1927, 1953. p. 34; cf.
Hegel, G. Phenomenology of Spirit. Oxford/New York/Toronto: Oxford University Press.
1977. p. 58. Hegel's phenomenology is also an attempt to philosophize by recourse to the
immediately pre-given phenomenon, i.e. consciousness in a natural attitude or,
metaphorically speaking, the pre-given life-world. Cf. Williams, R. “Hegel and
Transcendental Philosophy” in The Journal of Philosophy. (Vol. 82, No. 11) 1985. p.
595-606.

5 Husserl, E. Logical Investigations. Volume One: Prolegomena to Pure Logic, Expression and
Meaning, The Ideal Unity of the Species. London/Henley: Routledge & Kegan Paul. 1970.
p. 54-55 (§2).

6 Husserl, E. Logische Untersuchungen. Evster Band: Prolegomena zur reinen Logik. Tibingen:
Max Niemeyer. 1900, 1968. Also c¢f. Husserl, E. Logical Investigations. Volume One:
Prolegomena to Pure Logic, Expression and Meaning, The Ideal Unity of the Species. (trans.

8



explain how those ideal products are produced, or derived from the intuitively
pre-given life-world; moreover, as we already live in the age of science, we have to
start the life-world phenomenology of Amnschauung, quite ironically, from the already
‘pre-given’ objective sciences. This is why, according to Husserl, we have to carry
out the “reduction of the objective sciences”? in the first place and work zigzag®
between the life-world and the objective sciences. Then, the life-world turns out to
be never intuitively pre-given, but a constructivist conception for a theory of science

(Wissenschaftstheorie) . **

4. Phenomenology of Culture and the Diagnosis of Fascism

Now with our critical transcendental phenomenology of culture we should be able to
analyze any given facts or phenomena and further divulge the relational/functional
network of their conditions. In this closing paragraph I will take the example of
‘fascism,’ one of the most drastic cultural phenomena in the 20" century, for the
subject-matter of our critical phenomenological analysis.

The fact that ‘myth’ is diachronic-transcendentally divulged never means that ‘myth’ is
by-gone and absent, but that it is present and just as much conditions our present
life as ‘science’ does today. ‘Myth’ is one of the dimensions of humanity. ‘Myth’ is, in
a way or another, related to all other dimensions of humanity such as art, religion,
language, science, technology and also our social and political life.*® As we further
delve into the diachronic-transcendental conditions of the possibility of ‘myth,” we
bump into the ‘fear of death™; the ‘fear of death’ kindles the making of myth and
thereafter the fact of death is most efficiently “explained -away” by myth. The
ubiquitous presence of the ‘threat of death’ can take many possible forms and shapes.
The post-war German society after WWI can be seen as ‘death threat’ with its lethal
economic crisis.*® In order to circumvent this imminent, colossal ‘death threat’ they
fabricate political myths such as ‘hero,” ‘race’ or ‘nation.’” German fascism is composed
of these three myths of ‘hero’ worship, ‘race’ and ‘nation.’*® However, when we look
at its pure forms, i.e. its relational/functional conditions and not its contents, we
cannot overlook the condition of modern ‘technology.’ ‘Technology’-also conditioned
(initiated) by modern universalistic ‘science’-contributes to maneuvering, widely
broadcasting and thoroughly brain-draining myths in our life and society (e.g.
radios, TVs, better press skills).® Also, the ‘language’ of fascism is just as much
emotional and expressive as that of ‘myth™, not describing, nor representational, nor
objective and purely conceptual.

Now we have, more or less, enlightened the relational/functional network of the
condition of the possibility of ‘fascism.’ Diachronic-transcendentally it is conditioned by
‘death threat’ and ‘myth’; and synchronic-transcendentally it is conditioned by
‘technology’ and ‘language.’ The sweeping character of ‘fascism’ by technology and

through language helps it to encroach also upon ‘science.’ Thereupon we have fascist
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speaking, using the ‘language’ of pure concepts of mathematics. As we analyze
‘science’ further diachronic-transcendentally, ‘science’ turns out to be conditioned by
astrology and alchemy. Astrology and alchemy use the ‘language’ of representation
(e.g. ‘dark substance,” ‘phlogiston’), not of mathematics. When further diachromic-
transcendentally analyzed, ‘science’ turns out to be conditioned by ‘myth’ or ‘mythical
form of thought.® And ‘myth’ uses the ‘language’ of expression, not of pure concepts
or representation.® To sum up, ‘science’ is diachronic-transcendentally conditioned by

‘myth’ and synchvonic-transcendentally conditioned by ‘language.’40

language
(expression)

Iyth

syn.-trans
— expression
N dia-trans. dia-trans. representation
art, religion (7) language | pure concepts

(pure concepts)

Sclence —SrTans,

Language

Diagram 1. Synchronic- and Diachronic-
Transcendental (Cultural) Condition of
the Possibility of the Sciences

‘Science’ as the prime arbiter of the truth of ‘reality’ is now destroyed; ‘science’ is
revealed, like our phenomenological case study shows, as a mere ‘part’ or ‘phase’ of
the entire and multi-dimensional humanity. Also, the ‘reality’ that science construed is
not the only reality; depending on different logic of constitution, there can be many
different but equally valid realities such as reality of ‘myth,’ reality of ‘art’ and of
‘religion.” In place of ‘science’ we now have ‘philosophy’ or our ‘critical phenomenology’
as the prime interpreter of endlessly possible realities, i.e. of the human culture in
general. With the destruction of the sciences we have obtained phenomenology of
culture; and ‘science’ thereby turns out to be a ‘product of culture’ transcendentally
conditioned by ‘myth,’ ‘language’ etc.

When we compare our Cassirerian phenomenology with the phenomenology of
Anschauung in the Husserlian strain, its advantages come prominently to the fore.
The phenomenology of Anschauung also takes ‘culture’ as the ground, i.e. as the
condition of the possibility of the objective sciences as well as of all the ‘higher’
intellectual products. In this case, ‘culture’ should be also of intuitive character,
namely ‘culture’ is considered to be simply pre-given intuitive life-world.*' However,

the concept of the life-world already poses difficulties. First, it is very difficult to
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phenomenology?

First of all, ‘numbers’ turn out to be purely logically constituted in accordance with
certain invariable principles. A number is never copied from certain things out there,
nor abstracted from immediate sensations, intuitions or Anschauung®; a ‘number’ is a
pure function in the network of logical relations proper to the sense of ‘mathematics.’
In this way, numbers such as ‘0" and “/ -1’ are easily understood; they are mere
functions in the logical network.* Secondly, ‘geometry’ also turns out to be purely
logically constituted, although it strikes us as concerning intuition or Amnschauung par
excellence. Elements in geometry such as ‘point,’ ‘line,” ‘surface’ are never to be
discovered in, or formulated out of sensations and intuitions®; they are functionally
interrelated according to certain logical principles and they are nothing but those
functions themselves.*”> Now, we enter the realm of ‘physical reality’ by trying to
describe the motion of a physical substance, i.e. a thing. Above all things, the
description of motion depends on the coordinate system that we arbitrarily choose®;
moreover, the coordinate system is logically built up on two order-giving functional
logic of ‘time’ and ‘space’-ordre des coexistences possibles in Leibnizian terms.%
Furthermore, when we apply ‘geometry’ and ‘mathematics’ to grasp the trajectory of a
motion and to measure its quantity, ‘motion’ again turns out to be a logical constitution
par excellence, not an absolute object of intuition or Anschauung. The ‘substance’ of
physical reality, on the other hand, is called ‘mass’ as in physics and chemistry.
Again, however, ‘mass’ is never to be discovered in the realm of immediate sensations
and intuitions®; rather, ‘mass’ is the outcome of logical constitution of physical reality
through mathematization, i.e. through purely geometric and arithmetic apprehension of
‘motion’ as we have analyzed above: the moving ‘thing’ is considered to be a point,
the point-center of homogenous ‘mass’ in the mathematical coordinate system.

We are well aware of the epistemological predicament confronting abnormal physical
sciences such as ‘theory of relativity’ and ‘quantum physics’ in the 20" century. Now
it is clearly understood, from the perspective of Cassirerian phenomenology, how they
were brought about and how they are legitimate. Those abnormal physical sciences
are simply different logical constitutions built upon different functional logic ‘time’ and
‘space.’”® Different functional logic ‘space’ would be, in this case, the space of
non-Euclidean geometries. In accordance with different logical constitutions of physical
reality, the ‘substance’ of physical reality would be ‘energy’ or ‘quantum field,” not
‘mass."%

‘Dark substance,’ ‘mass’ and ‘energy’ in physics, ‘phlogiston,’ ‘ether’ and ‘oxygen’ in
chemistry are all interconnected in a certain ideally regulating relationship, i.e. in
certain diachronic-transcendental relations. The ‘substances’ of ‘physical reality,’ in
spite of all their possible variants, are uncovered as mere ‘functions’ in different
systems of scientific constitutions.

After all, ‘science’ is a logical and systematic constitution, synchronic-transcendentally
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Leonardo,’ ‘Copernicus,’ ‘Kepler,’ ‘Galilei’ and ‘Descartes,’ still earlier out of ‘Bruno,’
‘Pomponazzi’ and ‘Cusanus.’ From the perspective of Cassirerian phenomenology,
however, these discrete thoughts ‘Leonardo,’ ‘Kepler,” ‘Galilei,” ‘Bruno,’ ‘Cusanus’ etc.
as well as ‘modern physics’ are functionally and logically, thus ideally and (diachvonic-)
transcendentally conditioned by each other. In this way, contrary to the Husserlian
phenomenology*, the Cassirerian one without Anschauung can more efficiently
‘phenomenologize’ history by means of its powerful ‘eidetic method’ of relation and
function. In a sense, we cannot strictly distinguish between the ‘synchronic-’ and the
‘diachronic-transcendental.” However, we are now allowed to say that the four
volumes of Cassirer’'s Das Ervkenntnisproblem is a diachronic-transcendental work,
whereas his Substanzbegriff und Funktionsbegriff is more or less synchronic-transcendental.
Lastly, the ‘diachronic-transcendental,’ not to say of the ‘synchronic-transcendental,’
is subsumed under the greater title of transcendental philosophy of timeless relational
and functional principles.

We have above observed that those different subject-matters, dimensions, are
somehow all logically interrelated and functionally conditioned by each other in a way
or another; and they are transcendentally grounded in the spiritual activities of
humanity. Therefore, one subject-matter, even a seemingly small factum brutum, is
always infinitely multi-dimensional.?® This is also in the same line of thought with
Hegel's assertion that everything is contained in everything else.

Now, we take up a common-sense remark in our everyday life: “everything has a
history” or “everything is historical.” From the perspective of the Cassirerian
phenomenology, however, this means that every subject-matter can be analyzed
diachronic-transcendentally. And, as long as any ‘subject-mafter’ is nothing but
purely logical agglomerate (symbolic form) of certain relations and functions, we can
say that the ‘diachronic-transcendental,’ i.e. the logic of ‘function/relation to the past’
can be itself a subject-matter. In other words, ‘history’ is a symbolic form, a
dimension, a subject-matter for us®; and, again, the ‘diachronic-transcendental’ as
well as the symbolic form ‘history’ turns out to be only a ‘part’ of the larger-scale

transcendental philosophy of entire logical relations and functions.

3. Destruction of the Sciences and Divulgence of Culture: ‘culture’ as the
condition of the possibility of the sciences

‘Science’ is a system of true judgments concerning the ‘substance’ of reality (nature)
and, accordingly, modern objective sciences use ‘mathematics’ for their system of true
judgments? and take the ‘physical substance’ for the very reality of their
investigation.?® In other words, modern objective sciences apply ‘mathematics’ to the
knowledge of ‘physical substance.” Given such preliminary outline of the modern
objective sciences, we can ask, where do they come from and what do they look like

when we have analyzed them thoroughly from the perspective of Cassirerian



without Anschauung.'® As we further investigate those discrete subject-matters
phenomenologically, we come to see that they are also logically related and
functionally conditioned by each other: ‘natural sciences’ are logically conditioned by
‘mathematics’ as far as ‘natural sciences’ are ‘mathematical’ natural sciences'’; ‘myth’ is
conditioned by ‘language’ as long as ‘myth’ is expressive (‘language’) of magical
powers'®; further, ‘sciences’ are also conditioned by ‘language’ as long as ‘sciences’ are
composed of pure meanings and concepts (‘language’).'® And all these subject-matters,
i.e. dimensions, are none other than the product of spiritual activities of humanity.
After all, they are all anchored in the transcendental philosophy of ‘phenomenology’ not
of Anschauung, but of dynamic logical complication. In this sense, we can compare
our new phenomenology to the Hegelian phenomenology of ‘dialectical logic’ in its most

variegated form, still comprising all the phases and aspects of humanity.

2. Phenomenology and History: Synchronic- and Diachronic-Transcendental®
Many scholars of Cassirer are at a loss how to cope with the large bunch of
historical writings in the entire Cassirer-Oeuvre. Given that Cassirer’s ‘phenomenology’
is a transcendental philosophy, what could be the right place of those ‘intellectual
histories’ in Cassirer’'s phenomenology? Should those historical writings remain only a
by-product or supporting examples of the transcendental systematic??! Or, is this a
clear indication of the irreconcilability between the historical and the systematic
thinking??® Here, I intend to introduce new concepts synchronic- and diachronic-transcendental
in order to interpret Cassirer’s entire Oeuvre as a work of transcendental philosophy.
A subject-matter can be ideally, i.e. synchronic-transcendentally conditioned by other
subject-matters: e.g. the ‘space-time continuum’ in physics of relativity is ideally
conditioned by either ‘elliptical’ or ‘hyperbolic space’ of the non-Euclidean geometry.
A subject-matter can also be ‘historically,’ i.e. diachronic-transcendentally conditioned
by other subject-matters: e.g. the ‘space-time continuum’ in physics of relativity is
conditioned by the ‘absolute space’ and ‘time’ of the Newtonian physics in a certain
way. In the latter case of diachronic-transcendental conditioning, it is not a matter of
actual, historical influence and contacts but rather-to borrow from the Husserlian
terminology-an ideally regulating relationship [“in idealgesetzlichem und nicht bloB
faktischem Zusammenhang”]® between two logical thought-agglomerates. Let’s take the
concept of ‘oxygen’ in physics for another example. We know that the discovery of
‘oxygen’ is an actual historical occasion overcoming ‘phlogiston’ and ‘ether’; ‘oxygen’ is
the latest whereas ‘phlogiston’ and ‘ether’ are earlier. However, if we analyze them
from the perspective of Cassirerian phenomenology, all of them-‘oxygen,’ ‘phlogiston’
and ‘ether’-turn out to be logically interconnected and conditioned by each
other-ideally, timelessly, namely diachronic-transcendentally. Again, let’s look at the
historical development of modern ‘mathematical physics.” Modern ‘mathematical physics’

is surely the latest outcome of historical development out of earlier ‘thoughts of
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even with the help of fantasy.® And, further as we perform such phenomenological
investigations, we come to see that one subject-rhatter (e.g. ‘logic’) is also intuitively
as well as essentially interconnected with other subject-matters (e.g. ‘psychology’) in
a certain way, as long as, for instance, ‘psychology’ is a ‘logical’ science of the
human psyche. Husserl argues, phenomenologically, ‘logic’ should be the essential
formal science that constitutes and makes possible all other sciences at all’, as long
as all of them are ‘logical’ sciences in a way or another. Lastly, all those
subject-matters intuitively grasped and investigated are not widely strewn and
free-floating in the world but transcendentally grounded in the intuition-constituting
subjectivity; the possibility of those subject-matters, as well as the very possibility of
‘intuition,’ depends on the transcendental subjectivity.!!

So far we have briefly sketched out the plan of a radical philosophical science
called ‘phenomenology’ and its powerful eidetic method untouched by any individual
sciences whatsoever. However, if we are really to find faults with ‘phenomenology,’
the problem of phenomenology would be none other than that of pure ‘seeing’ and
Anschauung; as the neo-Kantians repeatedly criticizes, phenomenology dogmatically
insists on pure ‘seeing’ and the purely ‘seen’ (Anschauung).'? What we need to find
out is not Amnschauung with the help of fantasy but rather a given subject-matter’s
relational and funclional constellation as well as its pure principles. The phenomenological
motto prohibition of petdfadic et &AAo yévoc also holds here. Let’s take
‘mathematics’ for example. A phenomenological investigation of a mathematical number
‘I’ would be, according to Cassirer, neither an explanation through human psychology
nor a pure ‘seeing’ of the essence number ‘1l’; rather, the mathematical number ‘1’
should be analyzed phenomenologically according to its own proper sense, namely
“with respect to its [own] logical [relational-functional] import independently of any
metaphysical or psychological presuppositions[.]”® What makes the mathematical
number ‘1’ possible is its relation with other numbers (e.g. 0, 2 etc.) and their
‘mathematical’ principle (e.g. n+1).1

All other subject-matters can be analyzed phenomenologically, i.e. according to
their own proper logic. However, this is not to say that we apply a certain pre-existing
logic (e.g. formal logic or logic of mathematics) to the investigation of a given
subject-matter. Again, this would be a violation of the rule of phenomenology. We
‘figure out’ the relational/functional logic of a given subject-matter through a pure,
fundamental thought-variation and thought-experimentation as it was the case with ‘pure’
seeing and fantasy-variation in the Husserlian phenomenology. Supposing we take the
subject-matter of ‘myth’ for example, phenomenology of ‘myth’ would be never touched
or influenced by psychology of myth, ethnology or archeology of myth, or mythologies
in general.’® Phenomenology of ‘myth,” together with its fundamental logical
constellation of the semse of ‘myth’ at all, in turn makes those individual factual

sciences possible. This is, figuratively speaking, an ‘eidetic method’ though it is
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Destruction of the Sciences and Phenomenology of Culture in Cassirer-
with continual reference to the Husserlian phenomenology
Kyeong-Seop CHOI

1. Towards a New Phenomenology without Anschauung

When we think ‘phenomenology’ before Cassirer, we can think of two phenomenologies:
the Hegelian phenomenology and the Husserlian one. Both of them are radical attempts
to philosophize against void formalism! and unexamined metaphysical constructivism?.
In this sense, more radical Husserl criticizes even Hegel for his unexamined, dogmatic
‘dialectical’ phenomenology.? In other words, Hegel's phenomenology was meant to
criticize Kant’s formalism but Husserl further criticizes the dogmatism of Hegel's
phenomenology that presupposes the logic of dialectics after all. Any kinds of logic,
formal logic also, should be grounded and ‘explained’ by Awuschauung, by pure ‘seeing’

with no conceptual presuppositions whatsoever according to Husserl.

To philosophize against formalism and metaphysical constructivism means, according
to Husserl, recurring to the pre-given things themselves. The motto Zu den Sachen
selbst! is the very summary of this.? The motto Zu den Sachen selbst! is an expression
put in an active form; if we rephrase it passive, the motto of phenomenology would
be prohibition of netdBadic eic &AAo yévoc®, i.e. prohibition of the confounding of
different categories. In carrying out phenomenology, we should never mix up one
subject-matter with another but should be able to take one subject-matter in its own
sense, the other one in its own sense, the third one in its own appropriate sense,
etc. The phenomenological research in the first volume® of Husserl's Logische
Untersuchungen is none other than grasping the subject-matter ‘logic’ in its own sense,
never to mingle up the very ‘sense’ of logic with those of other subject-matters. For
example, the subject-matter ‘logic’ cannot be identified with that of ‘psychology’ and,
thereby, should never be explained psychologically’; the sense of ‘légic' can never be
leveled with the dimension of practical use (i.e. normative sciences), never be
identified with the subject-matter of ars inventiva.® In this way, the subject-matter
‘logic’ as well as all other subject-matters should be grasped according to their own
proper sense, without being confounded or mingled with different, exogenous themes.
The subject-matters thus obtained, then, should be intuitively investigated, namely,
through pure ‘seeing’ and Anschauung. Carrying out such phenomenological
investigations, therefore, we never apply a method to the given subject-matter of
investigation, because it will be also a violation of the basic rule of phenomenology
not to mix up different subject-matters. Rather, we use pure intuition (eidetic

method); we vary and experiment different constellations of the given subject-matter
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