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Baumgarten: Theoretische Asthetik. Die grundlegenden Abschnitte aus
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Aussage, Tubingen: J. B. C. Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1993, S.189-205, vgl. S.
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The Scope of Joint-Action Theory with a
Focus on the Analytic Philosophy

Tetsuya Furuta
(Senshu University)

Two core features of the analytic action theory are that it has mainly explored causal
relationships between actions and mental processes, such as intentions, desires, and
beliefs, and it has mainly dealt with individuals' independent actions. However, there is
another type of action, namely the joint action (or collective action, group action, etc.). So,
where is the difference between these two types of actions? Since the 1980's, analytic
philosophy has begun to address this question, and has basically discussed from the
viewpoint of how to explain the sharing of intention.

In this paper, I clarify the following three points, with criticism of previous works
on joint-action theory in analytic philosophy. First, joint actions include those that are
unintended, such as negligence. Second, among some other problems, it is possible to
identify contact points where analytic philosophy and phenomenology could collaborate,
such the problem of applying the reductionist model to joint action, and the problem
of grounding the basis of responsibility attribution in the presence of certain mental
processes. Third, the concept of “group as actor” confronts philosophy and society with

complex and important tasks.

The Scope of Joint-Action Theory with a Focus on the Analytic Philosophy (1)



Collective Action and Recurrence of
Expectations

Masato Kimura
(Takachiho University)

The present paper discusses how phenomenology can contribute to the current
discussion on the collective action and intentionality by reviewing its impact on the early
German sociological theories. A reductionist approach fails to explain a collective action
in their self-proclaimed manner in so far as it eventually finds a resort to mutual belief
or common knowledge in order to avoid an infinite progress of reciprocal expectations
among contributors. The problem of this recurrent expectations had been already known
by Th. Lipps and the early phenomenologists who tackled with Simmelean Grundfragen
der Soziologie in the first decade of the 20th Century, that is, way before T. Parsons
and the game theorists formulated it in an elegant manner. While a series of pseud-
phenomenologists tried to give a deductive justification to mutual believes and social
forms of interactions, A. Schiitz highlighted rather a direct and doxastic perception of
We in the natural attitude of daily lives, preceding any acts of empathy, simulation, or
theoretical inference of other’s mind. Collective actions are only possible through a self-

fulfilling prophecy of common knowledge, contributing actors have taken for granted.

(2) Collective Action and Recurrence of Expectations



On the Intersection between Early
Phenomenology and Contemporary
Debates on Collective Actions. What We
May Expect, What We Had Better Not

to, and Some Future Tasks.

Genki Uemura
(Okayama University)

The present paper attempts to reconstruct and develop Gerda Walther’s discussion of
“total action [Gesamthandeln]”. The author first points out some significant differences
between social philosophy in the early phenomenological tradition to which Walther
belongs and contemporary debates on collective actions and then argues that hers analysis
of total action could nevertheless be understood as an account of collective actions of a
specific sort. After supplementing Walther’s sketchy view with ideas from other early
phenomenologists (Alexander Pfander, Edith Stein, and Roman Ingarden), the author also
gives a brief prospect on future tasks for the research suggested and exemplified by the

present paper.

On the Intersection between Early Phenomenology and Contemporary Debates on Collective
Actions. What We may Expect, What We Had Better Not to, and Some Future Tasks. (3)



WORKSHOP 1

Scientific Technology and Transformation
of Humanity: From Phenomenological and
Postphenomenological Viewpoints

Organizer: Shoji Nagataki (Chukyo University)
Speakers: Liberati Nicola (Universiy of Twente) |,
Testuya Kono (Rikkyo University) |

Kiyotaka Naoe (Tohoku University) , Shoji Nagataki

The advancement of science and technology after the scientific and industrial
revolutions has been transforming our living world drastically. Highly advanced
digital technology has produced a virtual and an augmented reality, thus changing a
phenomenological space in the traditional meaning. Such technology is also bringing
transformation in the way in which our body functions.

In this workshop, four speakers focus on the environmental world and human
condition being reshaped by science and technology, and raise issues on what these
ongoing changes mean to us.

Specifically, Nicola Liberati analyses situations where digital devices are intervening in
the formation of intimate human relations among the users from a postphenomenological
point of view. Tetsuya Kono discusses the matter of human subjectivity conceived as part
of the actor network interwoven with phenomena such as other living things, artifacts,
and organizations, and examine the first-person status within it. Kiyotaka Naoe analyses
the way in which artifacts produced by technology can cause the transformation of
human relationships with others and the world, and take on new meanings and values.
Shoji Nagataki discusses the property of vulnerability as part of human nature and
its transformation in light of new risks given by science and technology from a (post)
phenomenological perspective. In the course of discussion, he also suggests that it is

problematic for humans to coexist with the newcomers like robots and Als.

WORKSHOP 1 Scientific Technology and Transformation of Humanity:
(4)  From Phenomenological and Postphenomenological Viewpoints



How to Teach (by Using) Phenomenology?

Speakers: Takashi Yoshikawa (University of Kochi), Asuka Suehisa
(Seijo University), and Takamichi K()jima (Kobe University)

Moderator: ShO] iro Kote gawa (Kokugakuin University)

Organizer: Takeshi Akiba (Chiba University)

In 2013, we started a working group for gender equality and young (untenured)
researcher support in the Phenomenological Association of Japan (PAJ). One of the
regular activities of our working group is to hold a workshop at the annual meeting
of PAJ. Last year, in 2017, we organized a workshop entitled How to teach (by using)
phenomenology?’, having the theme of young researcher support primarily in view. The
aim of this workshop was to gather various information about educational activities that
we each have acquired independently, and to share possible solutions to wide range of
problems we might confront (or have confronted) concerning education. The workshop
was divided in two parts. In the first part, our three invited speakers, actually teaching
at universities (Dr. Yoshikawa and Dr. Suehisa) and high school (Dr. Kojima), gave talks
about the actual states of their educational environment and some of their own devices
to teach (with) phenomenology (and philosophy). In the second part, we had a groupwork
by all the participants. There, participants contributed their respective knowledge and
experiences concerning phenomenology (and philosophy) classes, listing various types of

difficulties and proposing possible solutions to them.

How to Teach (by Using) Phenomenology? (5)



On the Appearance of the Other in the
Early Works of Jean-Paul Sartre

Shintaro Akasaka

(Osaka University)

The aim of this paper is to present the structure of the experience of the Other and
its underlying foundation of intersubjectivity, focusing on the appearance of the Other
in Jean-Paul Sartre’'s Being and Nothingness. We will first see that Sartre does not
start from the same premise as phenomenologists who define the body as reflexive self-
consciousness, such as Merleau-Ponty and Husserl. We then discuss Sartre’s redefinition
of the concept of body. By virtue of this redefinition, one is able to phenomenologically
analyse experiences of the Other that are not based on one’s own body, understood as
self-consciousness. Next, we focus on the ontological level which lies at the foundation
of various experiences of the Other. We thereby clarify the correlation between the
experience of ‘gazing and the ontological relationship between the T and the Other.
Finally, we identify the factual basis of this ontological relationship in the event of birth.
It is the creation of a primordial relationship between the T and the Other in the event
of birth that forms the foundation of Sartrean intersubjectivity, which is conceived in a

different way from inter-corporeality.

(6)  On the Appearance of the Other in the Early Works of Jean-Paul Sartre



On the Notion of “My Present” in Bergson's
Matter and Memory

Ryusuke Okajima

(Keio University)

It is well known that William James' notion of “specious present,” developed in
his Principles of Psychology, had a great impact on many 20" century thinkers and
became a central reference point in debates about temporal experience. However,
recent studies in the analytical tradition rarely refer to Henri Bergson, one of the most
influential philosophers of time. One of the main reasons for this omission is that many
have overlooked Bergson's original term “my present,” which substitutes the Jamesian
specious present, by offering a new explanation of temporal consciousness. This paper
outlines Bergson’s theory of temporal consciousness by offering a precise interpretation
of his term “my present.”

After reviewing Bergson's theory of perception in section one, I will explain the
basic structure of “my present” by re-reading some overlooked texts from Matter and
Memory. In section two, I will first introduce two major theories of temporal experience
and then characterize Bergson's theory as a type of extended atomism, before finally
concluding that the greatest advantage of his thesis is that it enables us to understand

the stream of consciousness from the viewpoint of bodily action.

On the Notion of “My Present” in Bergson's Matter and Memory (7)



Husserl's Concept of Perception and
Dummettian Verificationism

Jun Kuzuya

(Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)

The striking parallels that Edmund Husserl's theory of intentionality has with
Michael Dummett’s verificationism have been noted, and some have used these parallels
to create an interpretation of Husserl's intentionality that has greater clarity while
maintaining its strong points. Both these thinkers identify meaning of a statement with
its verification procedure, and this enables a simple and intuitive explanation of how
statements are understood: that is, to understand a statement is to grasp its verification
procedure. However, the closeness between the two philosophers suggests that their
conceptions may share weak as well as strong points. His T7ruth and the Past shows
Dummett (partially) abandoning verificationism for empirical statements because he
concluded that it cannot explain our understanding of present tense statements about
other places. It is thus natural to ask whether the Husserlian standpoint can manage
this issue. This paper performs two main tasks. The first is introducing the problem of
present tense statements about other places and illustrating its relevance to Husserl's
idea. Second, it also surveys Husserlian possibilities to manage this problem, including
what Husserl actually considered and Dummett’s solution, as expressed in Thought and
Reality or Truth and the Past. This second assessment will produce the conclusion that
it seems exceedingly difficult to deal with this problem without abandoning the strong

points of Husserl and Dummett’s systems.

(8) Husserl’s Concept of Perception and Dummettian Verificationism



Hermeneutische Dekonstruktion der
asthetischen Theorie

—Die Pfoblematik der Einbildungskraft
in Kants Asthetik und Hermeneutik——

Kenta Kodaira
(Rikkyo Universitit)

Was Gadamer grundsatzlich als Voraussetzung fur das Verstandnis asthetischer
und kiinstlerischer Phanomene bestimmt, ist der umfassende Horizont einer
gemeinsamen Erfahrung, die auf der metaphysischen Affinitit des asthetischen Seins
und des sprachlichen Seins beruht. Fiir Gadamer ist es nur eine Konsequenz aus der
sekundaren Abstraktion, die auf dem modernen asthetischen Bewusstsein beruht, das
Asthetische und Hermeneutische abzusondern, um es damit auf das gegensatzlich
dualistische Schema von Sinnlichkeit und Verstand zu reduzieren. Vom Standpunkt der
.philosophischen Hermeneutik“ aus betrachtet, stehen sowohl die >Schénheitserfahrung<
als auch die »Verstehenserfahrung< ursprunglich auf derselben Grundlage. Fur Gadamer
hat sich somit die dringende Aufgabe eines dekonstruktiven Riuckgangs der modernen
Asthetik gestellt, die die Bedeutung der ursprunglichen Phianomene des Schénen
bescrankt, und durch das Vergessen des einheitlichen Zusammenhangs zwischen dem
Schénen und der Sprache besteht. Dabei versucht er, das tiber die moderne Asthetik
herrschende Denken zu zerlegen, indem er das kantische Schema der Einbildungskraft
erschuttert und die Stellung der sprachlichen Erfahrung wieder erhebt. Auf diese Weise
besteht Gadamers Betonung der Perspektive der Hermeneutik nicht unbedingt in ihrer
kritischen Struktur fur das Asthetische. Denn die Hermeneutik tibt ihre Wirksamkeit
des philosophischen Denkens in der Dimension des Fragens uber die Beziehung an
sich zwischen dem Intelligiblen und dem Asthetischen aus. Etwas, das sich sowohl auf
das Sein des Begrifflichen als auch auf das Sein des Sinnlichen nicht reduzieren lasst,
ist gerade das Sein des >Hermeneutischens, i.e. ein Subjekt der Hermeneutik, die auf
ihre Einbeziehung in die Asthetik besteht, sofern sie das Sein des Schénen in beiden
Beziehungen erfragt.

Hermeneutische Dekonstruktion der 4sthetischen Theorie
—Die Problematik der Einbildungskraft in Kants Asthetik und Hermeneutik— 9)



Heideggers Frage nach dem Abgrund
zwischen Mensch und Tier:

Uber ¢voic in seiner Vorlesung Die
Grundbegriffe der Metaphysik

Junpei Shirota

(Nagoya-Universitit)

In dem Brief iiber den Humanismus (1946) behauptet Heidegger, dass der Mensch
endgultig in den Wesensbereich der Animalitas verstoben wird, wenn wir bei Erfassung
vom Wesen des Menschen von der Voraussetzung ausgehen, dass der Mensch auch
ein Lebewesen ist. Diese Haltung zieht sich seit seinen frithen Freiburger Vorlesungen
(1919- 1923) durch sein gesamtes Werk. Doch in seiner Vorlesung Die Grundbegriffe der
Metaphysik. Welt—Endlichkeit—Einsamkeit aus dem Wintersemester 1929/30 sagt er,
dass der Mensch von @uoic durchwaltet ist. Wollte Heidegger in dieser Vorlesung den
Abgrund zwischen Mensch und Tier dadurch tberwinden, dass er den Menschen als
Natur- beziehungsweise Lebewesen ansah?

Im Verlauf der Argumentation werde ich zeigen, dass die Antwort auf diese Frage
nein lautet. Max Schelers Konzeption von der ,Idee vom schwachen Gott “ tibernehmend,
begreift Heidegger den Menschen als ,Miterwirker Gottes “ oder ,Ort der Gottwerdung
“. Und er sagt, dass @uoig als das Seiende im Ganzen nicht im ,neuzeitlichen, spiten
Sinne von Natur, etwa als Gegenbegriff zur Geschichte “, sondern urspriinglicher
gemeint ist. In dieser ursprunglichen Bedeutung umgreift @vowg sowohl die Natur
als auch die Geschichte und schlie3t auch in gewisser Weise das gottliche Seiende
mit ein. Demzufolge bedeutet bei Heidegger die Tatsache, dass der Mensch Natur-
beziehungsweise Lebewesen ist, nicht den Mensch in die Animalitas zu verstoBen,

sondern ihn der Deitas anzundhern.

Heideggers Frage nach dem Abgrund zwischen Mensch und Tier:
(10) Uber @uoic in seiner Vorlesung Die Grundbegriffe der Metaphysik



Eingelegtes im Verstehen des Anderen

Takashi Suzuki

(Ritsumeikan University/ JSPS)

Zusammenfassung: In der ersten Auflage der Logischen Untersuchungen (LU:
1900/01) erwahnt Husserl die ,reine Grammatik “, um seinen Entwurf der formalen
Logik zu erklaren. (XIX/1, A320, et al.) Er schreibt jedoch in der zweiten Auflage der
LU dieses Wort zu der ,reinlogischen Grammatik “(XIX/1, B340, et al.), weil er darin
denkt, dass die reine Formenlehre der Bedeutungen (=die reinlogische Grammatik)
nur das beschriankte Gebiet des allgemein-grammatischen Apriori behandelt. Die
,reine Grammatik “ wird nun also diejenige umfassende Wissenschaft, die das gesamte
allgemein-grammatische Apriori umspannt. Husserl denkt, dass dazu auch das Apriori
der ,Verhiltnisse der Wechselverstindigung psychischer Subjekte “ gehort. (/bid.)

Was sind nun die ,Verhaltnisse der Wechselverstandigung “? Diese Frage ist in der
veroffentlichen LU nicht beantwortet, da das Modell des Sprachausdruckes darin der
Monolog ist. Aber in den Nachlassen fir die Umarbeitungen der LU, die nicht in der
zweiten Auflage der LU reflektiert wurden, versucht Husserl, die Wechselverstindigung
im Dialog ausfuhrlich zu beschreiben. Wir betrachten also diese Nachlasse, um die
erweiterte Theorie der Sprache bei Husserl zu explizieren. Dabel ist unser Ziel, auch
seiner Theorie der Fremderfahrung ein neues Gesicht zu geben.

Um dieses Ziel zu erreichen, untersuchen wir zuerst in 81 den Entwurf der reinen
Grammatik in der LU. Dann klassifizieren wir nach den Nachlassen fur die Umarbeitung
der LU die Akte fir die Wechselverstiandigung: Horen, Verstehen, Einverstehen,
Miturteilen. Zum Schluss deuten wir das ,Einverstehen “ als eine Fremderfahrung, die
durch Sprache dem Anderen sein Denken einlegt, und deswegen von der ,Einfiihlung *
als Fremderfahrung zwischen Leibkorpern verschieden ist.

Eingelegtes im Verstehen des Anderen (11)



Heidegger’'s Theory of Space

Takai Hiroshi

(University of Tokyo)

This study attempts to interpret Heidegger's theory of space in his Being and Time
(1927). In his book Being-in-the-world (1991), Dreyfus famously criticizes this theory,
and this study is a response to this criticism. According to Dreyfus’ interpretation,
Heidegger cannot distinguish between two different kinds of space. One is subjective, a
space centered to the individual, while the other is public space, not centered towards
anyone. The purpose of this study is to reinterpret Heidegger's theory and refute
Dreyfus’ challenge.

Heidegger’s theory of space deals with our spatial cognition in ordinary actions.
Following his analysis, when we act with entities in the world, we have to “let them
near  us. This cognitive action is labeled “dis-tance (Ent-fernung)” in Heidegger's
terminologies. Dis-tance is a function that estimates the behavior necessary to achieve
the best spatial position to perform a certain action. This cognitive action or dis-tance
concerns the subjective space in Dreyfus’s criticism.

However, Heidegger argues that as the entities of spatial cognition are also situated in
a specific Region (Gegend), we also have to understand their Regions. This Region is the
objective spatial arrangement of entities, which is independent of the perspective of the
agent. Therefore, this Region concerns the public space in Dreyfus’ criticism.

It follows from this interpretation that Heidegger's theory of space can stand up to
Dreyfus’ criticism as Heidegger’'s analyses include our spatial cognition by separating

two different kinds of spaces.

(12) Heidegger’s Theory of Space



Phenomenology and Human Science : On
the Understanding of the Human Being
in Husserl’s Phenomenology

Shotaro Takenaka

(Otani University)

This paper examines how Husserl's Phenomenology—which criticized human sciences
such as naturalistic psychology or human science —regarded human existence based on
the philosophy as rigorous science.

Philosophy as Rigorous Science states that philosophy necessarily must justify itself
based on ultimate self-responsibility and serve as a discipline that enables life controlled
by purely reasonable norms. However, naturalistic psychology and historicistic human
science consider facts as absolute based on natural attitudes. Therefore, it is impossible
for them to grasp essences such as idea and norm, ultimately leading to skepticism and
relativism.

In Ideas I, in opposition to such a stance, Husserl attempts to lay a foundation for
philosophy as rigorous science by establishing that essence is inherent to conscious
experience. Here, Husserl took the human being as a correlator of natural attitudes
to be the target of phenomenological reduction, and held that the subject of conscious
experiences is a pure, content-less ego empty of fact. However, it was strange that the
ego, which is the subject of every experience, was described simply as empty of content.
Therefore, this ego is redefined as the ego of habit in /deas II.

Considered this way, a new light shown on the concept of personality in the regional
ontology of Ideas II. In the original program, personality was the target of reduction as
something transcendent of consciousness, but this personality can be thought to be the

specific mode of existence of the habitual ego as the subject of conscious experience.

Phenomenology and Human Science : On the Understanding of the Human
Being in Husserl’s Phenomenology (13)



Rede und Aussage in der Philosophie
Heideggers

Chihiro Nishimura
(Universitit Osaka)

Die Aussage, die § 33 von ,Sein und Zeit “ thematisch behandelt, wird einerseits so
charakterisiert, dass sie das ursprungliche Verstehen des Phianomens modifiziert und
zugleich einschrankt. Andererseits besteht die Phinomenologie Heideggers selbst auch
aus Aussagen. Mein Aufsatz zielt darauf ab, zu zeigen, wie eine phianomenologische
Aussage moglich ist und welche Struktur sie hat, indem er den Zusammenhang von
Rede und Aussage ins Zentrum der Betrachtung ruckt.

Die bisherige Heidegger-Forschung hat Aussage und Rede vor allem im Hinblick
auf die ,Bedeutung “ diskutiert. Im Unterschied dazu sehe ich eine spezifische
Charakteristik vom ,Da-haben “ als die allgemeine Funktion der Rede an, die Heidegger
in seinen frihen Vorlesungen nennt.

Diese Funktion der Rede als ,Da-haben “ kann man auch in ,Sein und Zeit * finden
und sie bewirkt sowohl die Verbergung als auch die Aufzeigung des Phianomens
durch die Aussage. Aus dieser Perspektive ergibt sich die Moglichkeit einer
phanomenologischen Aussage. Einerseits gewinnt und versichert man sich durch
Aussagen den Zugang zu Gegenstianden, andererseits wird das ursprungliche Verstehen
der Gegenstiande verhindert, wenn man diesen Zugang stets beibehalt. Um eine
Versteifung des Verstandenen zu vermeiden, muss die phdnomenologische Aussage
die Gegenstande erneut greifen, indem sie diese in der Rede von ihnen immer wieder
zirkulieren lasst. Dartber hinaus ist zu verdeutlichen, wie die durch phinomenologische
Aussagen aufgezeigten Phanomene vom Leser oder Zuhorer richtig verstanden werden
konnen. Indem ich den Zusammenhang von Befindlichkeit und Rede betrachte, zeige ich
ihn als eine Moglichkeit des urspriinglichen Verstehens einer Art von Rede, die auch
andere zu einem solchen reflektierten Verstehen auffordert.

(14) Rede und Aussage in der Philosophie Heideggers



Le présent écartelé : Levinas et Lecons sur
la conscience intime du temps de Husserl

Hiroshi Hiraoka
(The University of Tokyo)

Comme beaucoup de phénoménologues francais, Levinas pense que la phénoménologie
de Husserl se fonde sur sa théorie du temps développée dans Lecons sur la conscience
intime du temps. Selon Levinas, |'intentionnalité de la conscience consiste chez Husserl a
donner un sens a l'objet, de sorte que le sens de tout objet est éclairci dans le présent de
la conscience. Quelle est alors la structure de ce présent lui-méme ? Telle est la question
amenant Levinas a aborder Lecons, car ce présent est la présence de la conscience a
elle-méme, c’est-a-dire la conscience de soi s'accomplissant dans la conscience intime
du temps. Cette question concerne aussi la possibilité et la portée de la phénoménologie,
parce que celle-ci s’opére par la réflexion. En analysant 1'interprétation lévinassienne
de Lecons, nous nous proposons de montrer la signification de la description
phénoménologique pour Levinas.

D’aprés Levinas, la constitution du présent présuppose que la proto-impression
passe et s écarte d’elle-méme. Le présent, enveloppant en lul cet écart entre la proto-
impression et la proto-impression juste passée et retenue, est écartelé. Dans ce présent,
la conscience coincide avec elle-méme. Nous trouvons ici deux enjeux de Levinas. Le
premier consiste a voir dans cette présence a soi la puissance qu'a la conscience de
récupérer sa propre origine dans son présent, puissance qui légitime la description
phénoménologique comme coincidence avec l'origine; le second souligne que la rétention
constatant 1'écart de la proto-impression est 1'effectuation de cet écart, ce qui atteste
que la description phénomeénologique se confond avec 1 événement ontologique de

I'expérience décrite.

Le présent écartelé : Levinas et Lecons sur la conscience intime du
temps de Husserl (15)



La voix du « Je » et la « folie du nom »
— L’'interprétation de Rogozinski sur
I'Exode — chapitre 3

Yoshihiro Homma
(Osaka University/ JSPS)

Selon Jacob Rogozinski, le pronom personnel « je » et le nom propre sont 1 ancrage
essentiel de 1'ego. L'ego advient comme un « je » en prenant la parole a la premiére
personne et en son propre nom. Le nom propre est un fondement a partir duquel 1'ego
parvient a s’identifier a lu-méme en disant je. Ce qui est remarquable, ¢ est que Rogozinski
interroge la révélation du nom de Dieu dans 1" Exode - ch. 3, lorsqu’il examine la possibilité
pour 1'ego de dire je. Dans I’ Exode - ch. 3, le « je » qui prend la parole est Dieu qui révéle
son nom en disant ehyeh acher ehyeh (« je serai qui je serai »). Pourquoi Rogozinski doit-il
analyser 1" auto-affirmation de 1'ego de 1’ Autre pour développer son égologie sous le theme
du nom propre ? Quelle est la nécessité de | interprétation du nom divin pour un discours
philosophique sur 1"auto-constitution de 1'ego ? Telles sont les questions auxquelles nous
entendons répondre. Nous montrons que Rogozinski problématise le rapport du je a son
nom propre comme probleme essentiel de son égologie par le biais de 1 analyse de la voix
du buisson ardent. Nous voyons ensuite comment Rogozinski approfondit 1’ expérience que
1" ego fait envers son nom propre, avec 1’ analyse de la « folie du nom » chez Artaud.

La voix du « Je » et la « folie du nom »
(16) — Linterprétation de Rogozinski sur I'Exode —— chapitre 3



Nishida’s Critique of Husserl at the Time
of Self-aware System of Universals

Takeshi MITSUHARA

(Nara Prefectural University)

In a lecture from 1929, Nishida criticizes Husserl that the fundamental characteristic
of consciousness is not intentionality but self-awareness, and based on this criticism,
develops his own ideas in Self-aware System of Universals published in 1930. In this
paper, I evaluate the validity of this criticism.

According to Nishida, our knowledge of objects is a kind of self-awareness in a broad
sense. This is because objects are immanent in and determined by the subject and hence
are contents of the subject. Since knowing one's self is obviously also a kind of self-
awareness, knowing in general takes the form of self-awareness for Nishida.

In contrast, for Husserl, cognition of objects is an intentional act and so is knowing
oneself reflectively. And while pre-reflective inner consciousness is not itself an act, it
nonetheless has an intentional structure. So in Husserl's philosophy, knowing in general
takes the form of intentionality.

In Nishida's reading, intentional acts merely designate the relation of an objectified
subject to an object. So although our knowledge of the objectified subject may have
the form of intentionality, this cannot be the case for our knowledge of the non-
objectified subject. Accordingly, he rejects Husserl's view that the basic characteristic
of consciousness is intentionality. However, Nishida overlooks the fact that knowledge of
the non-objectified subject is also intentional in Husserl's philosophy. Therefore, although
Nishida's insight that the fundamental character of consciousness is self-awareness is
indeed unique, his criticism of Husserl lacks validity.

Nishida’s Critique of Husserl at the Time of Self-aware System of Universals ~ (17)



Heideggers Auffassung der ontologischen
Struktur von Verantwortung. Die Zeitlichkeit
des Verniinftigen.

Tomohiro Yamashita
(Keio University/Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)

Unter ,Verantwortung” verstehe ich dasjenige Vermogen eines Menschen, iber seine
vergangenen, gegenwartigen und zukunftigen Handlungen Rechenschaft zu geben. Die
Seienden, die tber Thre Handlungen mit der Form ,um-zu“ und ,um-willen“ Rechenschaft
geben konnen, nennt Heidegger ,Dasein”. In seiner Daseinsanalytik behauptet Heidegger,
dass der Sinn des Seins von Dasein Zeitlichkeit ist. Insofern ist Daseinsanalytik ein
Versuch, die ontologische Struktur der Verantwortung in Hinsicht auf die Zeit zu klaren.

Heideggers These tiber Zeitlichkeit als der Sinn vom Sein des Dasein ist aber schwer
zu verstehen, weil Heidegger nicht hinreichend erklart, was die drei Momente der
Zeitlichkeit, d. h. Zukunft, Gewesenheit und Gegenwart, eigentlich bedeuten. Deshalb
muss jede Auslegung der Lehre Heideggers uber Zeitlichkeit eine Rekonstruktion sein.
Ich rekonstruiere den Begriff der Zeitlichkeit mit Hilfe der metaphysischen Logik von
Sebastian Rodl

Die Abhandlung hat drei Teile. Zuerst zeige ich, dass Heideggers Sein und Zeit als
Lehre der ontologischen Verantwortung und praktischen Vernunftigkeit ausgelegt
werden kann. Dann stelle ich eine zeitliche Auslegung des praktischen Schlusses zur
Diskussion, der sich aus ,um-zu“ und ,um-willen” konstituiert. Es zeigt sich, dass die
heideggersche Gegenwart als Aspektbestimmtheit und die Zukunft als Zeitallgemeinheit
interpretiert werden kann. Zum Schluss betrachte ich die Schwierigkeit, dass die

Gewesenheit nicht einfach als Zeitlichkeit verstanden werden darf.

Heideggers Auffassung der ontologischen Struktur von Verantwortung.
(18) Die Zeitlichkeit des Verntinftigen.



Phenomenological Considerations of Practical
Syllogism and phronésis in Heidegger's
Lecture Platon: Sophistes.

Norihiro Yokochi

(Hirosaki-University)

In Heidegger's lecture Platon: Sophistes (the winter semester 1924-25), he proceeded
from the clarity of Aristotle’s Ethica Nicomachea to the obscurity of Plato’s Sophista.
In other words, when the meaning of to mé on einai (Sophista) was ontologically
investigated by techneé dialektike, especially by dihairesis, the sources of light clarifying
moments of this investigation were practical syllogism interpreted phenomenologically
by Heidegger and aletheuein, one of which was phronesis functioning in this syllogism. It
is natural that characteristics of Plato’s concept of dialektiké were lought up in terms of
structural similarities to Aristotle’s one of practical syllogism, because Aristotle formed
the concept of dialectical syllogism in 7opica by reminting Plato’s one of dialektike.

In this practical syllogism, phroneésis offers insight into relationships between the
major premise in which a telos is holistically decided on the basis of the generality of
eudaimontia and the minor premise in which means are concretely discussed on the
basis of the particularities in everyday situations, thus leading Dasein to eupraxis. This
hermeneutical structure of practical syllogism makes it easier to see Heidegger's order
to interpret Plato’s Sophista, that is, the hermeneutical order developing from analyses
of the everyday being of anglers to an ontological consideration that definitions of the
ancient philosopher asking about the question of his Being and of the ancient sophist
using sophistry about all entities are existentially two sides of the same coin.

Not only Plato’s concept of dikairesis but also Aristotle’s one of phronesis depend on
existential functions of insight together.

Phenomenological Considerations of Practical Syllogism and phroneésis in
Heidegger's Lecture Platon: Sophistes. 19)
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An Analysis of the Antinomic Structure
of the Relation of Being in Husserl
and Its Political Implication®

Yusuk

(Institute of Philosophy, Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea)

Abstract

Antinomy basically as an inherent structural tension from within the reason between
rational willing toward the unconditioned and rational thinking necessarily conditioned
by the rule of understanding plays a negative role in and for Kant's system to critically
compass reason in limiting itself within the possibility of real experience. In Husser],
under the banner of one all-encompassing reason, antinomy takes a modified form
of an ontological incommensurability between two essentially separable regions of
being, ie., between the ideal and the real; such ontological antinomy now takes up the
place of an apriori condition for the possibility of meaning for Husserl. Representing a
peculiar hierarchical ontological relation through which a lawful power flows, Husserlian
antinomy plays an essentially affirmative-political function. In this paper, I will analyze
the constructive antinomic structure of phenomenological being relation in contrast to

Kantian restrictive antinomy and discuss its political implication.

1. Introduction

Antinomy as a metaphysically specified concept was first introduced by Kant in order
to describe the frustration between rational will guided by the laws of freedom, which
ever tends to progress forward the unconditioned and rational capacity at the same time
limited by the laws of understanding, which has to back off with a series of conditions."
A key point in Kantian antinomy is that antinomy is not something irrational; the
antinomic pairs —the unconditioned and conditions— are both grounded precisely on the
essence of reason as such. It is reason as such which brings about, calls for an antinomy.
Kantian antinomy is thereof immediately hooked up with a limit-character of critical
reason, to and for which reason can do nothing but trying not to transgress the mutual
limiting of rational willing and rational knowing.

In sharp contrast, in Husserl, under the transcendental jurisdiction of one all-
encompassing reason, 1 will' and T think’ merge, not only theoretically but also

* The main idea of this work comes originally from the introductiory part and the first chapter of my
dissertation. With additional reflections and readings, necessary revisions and changes of the content and
structure, it has been recreated into this form of an independent paper.

' A406-420/B432-448. For all references for Kant's Critique of Pure Reason, I follow the standard A/B
pagination..
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normatively. In this context, Kantian antinomy has become a challenge for Husserlian
reason to resolve, as long as it perplexes reason and tends to crack its unity. In Husserl
the role and position of antinomy is shifted from an irremovable epistemological
problematic to a primordial ontological condition for the possibility of knowledge at all.
It comes to represent a peculiarly phenomenological relation between the two most
fundamentally and primordially differentiated types of being, namely, between the real
and the ideal.

The antinomic relation of being now functions as the condition for the possibility of
phenomenology as such, regulating the whole system of Husserl's phenomenological
critique of reason. This paper will carry out a theoretical formulation of such Husserlian
antinomy laid out on the metaphysical level already at the birth of phenomenology and
consistently operative thereafter. Based on that, it will look into a definite political phase

qualifying the antinomic structure of the phenomenological being.

2. On the Road to Overcoming Kantian Dichotomy
1) Idea for critique: Kant

For Kant, science is a system of rational knowledge which is guided by the idea of
a systematic whole derived from the “universal interest” of reason called architectonic
interest. (A832/B860) Scientificity for Kant, represented by systematic division, is first
and foremost a natural facticity of reason; it comes from the fact of reason that reason
itself is a system and the end of reason that it thereby always already drives toward
a system.” Systematic unity of science signifies a rule-followed structural harmony
amongst all its parts and justification of science should be justification of the operation
of those prescriptive rules and principles for the making of objectivity. As a ‘natural
manifestation of rationality as the systematic division under the architectonic plan,
knowledge itself is thus always already dualistic for Kant ; it has two radically separated
origins, namely, sensibility and understanding, about the reason for the separation of
which human reason has no position to tell anything at all.(A15/B29) In this natural
morphology of knowledge, the first Kantian task is to discern out the possibility for
objects to be given through the former and the possibility for them to be thought
through the latter; based upon those conditions, what is at final issue is to explain how
intuition and thought are to be combined to yield to a unity which makes universal
and necessary knowledge, namely, science, possible. Kant's transcendental logic is thus
a logic of the justification of the architectonic system of all sciences, validated on the
transcendental deduction, of which the conclusive message could be that, with the logic
justified through such procedure in such fashion, no principles are to be incoherent in
terms of their application to each field of science, delimiting the sphere of object and the
scope of capacity, in order to maintain the metaphysical harmony and security of the

structure. Such would be the main point of transcendental philosophy as the mere idea

* About the systematicity as an end and an interest of reason, see the “Prefaces” to First & Second Edition,
(Kant(1965), 7-37) together with “The Transcendental Doctrine of Method,” (A832-856/B860-884)
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of science(A13/B27)

In this overall Kantian context, the role of idea is quite ‘negative” precisely with
regard to the goal of the ultimate justification of the aprior: conditions for the possibility
of scientific knowledge, which is no other than “critique” as such.(A11/B25) For Kant, the
science of reason, basically as a system of philosophical knowledge about the principles
of understanding obtained only through a mediated deductive procedure can in no way
claim the same level of immediate apodictic certainty that mathematical knowledge
claims:; it can at best claim absolute necessity.® Being absolutely necessary, but ot
necessarily absolutely certain, philosophical knowledge as such is not experiencible in
intuition. Theory reaches apodictic certainty never with philosophy thereof ; reason only
speculates it. The tendency of reason to speculate absolute epistemological certainty
with philosophy is to be the source of a dogmatic risk which could divert the course of
rationality from the track of the critical motif not to extend beyond the certainty that it
can claim; scientificity always in conjunction with criticality in Kant is something which
is operative always on some agnostic limit naturally incurred on reason concerning the
possibility to have apodictic truth in the domain of transcendental philosophy.

Therefore, the transcendental idea of totality of all the conditions for any given objects
to be conditioned, while being necessary as it is imposed by the nature of reason itself
and as a guiding principle of architectonic system, could be yet itself something always
illusive; insofar as the speculative reason cannot prove it with apodictic certainty, a
certain metaphysical danger is always laden in the philosophical Idea, which always
spares a room for a speculation. That is why idea plays its role in the “Dialectic” part
in the Critique of Pure Reason, more or less as a latent source of the transcendental
illusion in Kant, as the locus of antinomy, where analytic intellect and dialectic passion of

the same reason dualistically clash, of necessity.

2) Critique for Idea : Husser!

With Husserl such story goes through a significant change. Starting out by directly
taking over Kant's questions as to ‘how an object is to be known and how a prior:
synthetic knowledge is possible’ along with Kant's incipient motif to provide a
secure path to science, Husserl yet discriminates himself from Kant in terms of the
appropriation of the idea of science and the meaning of the very idea as such. For
Husserl, Idea, firmly preserving Platonic sense of archetype and paradigm, serves the
most reliable source for apodictic certainty. Not just necessity, but also certainty is to
be guaranteed precisely on the ground of Idea. What is of essential importance with
Idea is its entirely de-empiricized purity, which apparently consists of the very basic
presupposition of and for phenomenology: There 7s an ideal spot, which can be called
the meaning essence or core, in any theoretical semantic structure, the truth validity of

which is, in principle, completely outside of empirical reality 7 toto.

* A712-738/B740-766
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Unlike Kant, with Husser], that Idea is not to be given in any form of empirical reality
ranks the Idea at the top in the hierarchy of truth criteria. The independence from
every empirical condition is an uncompromisable merit rather than a reason for the call
for caution, being the source of “timeless validity” of the claims of logic. Timelessness
here represents validity that runs “beyond time” (Husserl 2001a, 85); the validity of ideal
objects, of the law of gravitation and the law of contradiction, e.g., takes its ground from
“their own semantic content” so that it holds “even if there were no mental processes
at all,” even if “all gravitational masses were eliminated” (ibid, 97); logical truth is truth
of such kind.

Hence, Idea is never a “mere” something for Husserl; it is always already the most
actual being as such and necessarily refers to an object as such to be directly given.
There are two moments of ideality in Husserl: ideality as an ideal object such as objects
of geometry and mathematics or pure logical forms, and ideality as essential attribute of
Idea. Both share the key conceptual element of ideality that its truth-function is derived
from its own inner semantically self-justifiable rationality irrelevant to any circumstantial
condition to which it is realistically bound.

Therefore, Kantian possibility of speculation inherently related to certain degree
of necessary uncertainty is completely missing in Husserlian picture of the theory of
knowledge from the outset. Idea per se, despite its necessary transcendental function
over experience, stands as an impediment for theoretical certainty in Kant, because it
i1s not an object of possible experience; it is a necessary vice implicit in the course of
the justification of science, which leads reason to an insecure yearning for the apodictic
certainty of transcendent truth. To the contrary, it is an original good explicit for
Husserl, which guarantees inner apodictic security for scientific truth: idea is not a
limiting turning-point but a referential beginning- and teleological end-point in Husserl;
Idea is experienciable as a direct indication of self-evidence (ibid, 85), far from being
merely regulatively operative in the background of the employment of the rules of
understanding.

Likewise, the systematicity of science no longer refers to a thorough observance of
the division rule of understanding followed by a structural stasis of tensional balance and
organic coherence, but represents a unifying comportment of reason as such. The act
character of reason is an embodied part of the idea of science as such (Husserl, 2001a,
18). In this context, foundation, one of the most fundamental concepts of phenomenology,
is now the new name for scientificity. With Husserl, the ultimate validation of science
is not to end at a non-contradicted structural delimitation of the boundaries of cognitive
faculty, but a hierarchical extension and expansion of the original justifyving power of
reason on the theoretical horizon; scientificity finds its strongest momentum precisely in
reason’s validating act as such as an affirmation of the direct presence and engagement
of Idea as the ultimate evidence for objectivity.

Now the certainty-founding capacity of reason grounded upon the primordial certainty
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of ideality belongs to the meaning core of the Idea of science in Husserl. Knowledge is
possible thanks to the absolute a priori being of the ideal content such as the a prior:
“laws, grounds, principles” of logic, which retains “inwardly evident truths” standing
absolutely valid, whether or not a rational noetic act is actually in play. That constitutes
precisely the semantic essence of a theory. In other words, what is responsible for the
validation of theoretical truth is the Idea of Theory as such; theory is something that
internalizes the ideal truth components into its own meaning by the very meaning of
its own." Thus with Husserl, unlike Kant, theory in which philosophy itself must be
included is integrated into a unitary realm of an intuitive experience of ideal truth. The
ideal essences of the laws and concepts responsible for a deduction are always already
susceptible to an “a priori insight” as that which makes the very deductive linkage itself

1s possible.

3. Founding-Founded Relational Hierarchy as the Condition for the Validation of Truth
1) Validation of truth as an instituting of relation: Categorial Intuition[Kategoriale
Anschauungen]

From the very beginning, Husserl lays out a meaning of truth particularly implying a
definite relationality” Truth concerns the “ideal relationship among the epistemic essences
of the coinciding acts,” obtained in the “unity of coincidence” called “self-evidence” on
the one hand, and refers to the “rightness” of intention, on the other, that is, the “7ightness
of the judgment in the logical sense of the proposition,” which means a right for an ideal
speech to say: ‘the proposition is really what it says in the judgment. (Husserl 2001b,
264)

Such conceptualization of truth pins down the “ideal adequation of a relational act to
the corresponding adequate percept of a state of affairs.” (ibid, 266) Here by adequation
means Husserl a fulfillment of meaning intention with intuition; the experience of
agreement between the meant and the given indicates self-evidence. The self-evident
truth as an identification of the intended with the intuited is correlative to an act in
and by way of which certain definite epistemological relation is instituted amongst the
epistemic elements involved in the truth-claim. With Husserl, intuition, beyond the sense
of an act of perception as a simple seeing, gains such peculiarly phenomenological sense
of an act of confirming the being of Idea, which inaugurates certain power relation
between the Idea and the meaning of the perceived.

Let us now delve into the structure of that relation. Husser!l divides elements of logical
judgments into what can be fulfilled adequately in perception and what cannot. Proper names
expressible in logical variables, such as P, S, X, etc, can be fulfilled adequately in perception.
The remaining parts of the expression, however, namely, the formal parts such as a’, ‘the’, ‘all,
‘many , is , not , and so forth, cannot. The question now is: “Are there parts and forms

of perception corresponding to all parts and forms of meaning?” (ibid, 272)

* Husserl( 2001a), 149-152
® Husserl(2001b), 263-267
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For example, in the thing white paper, that is, paper which 7s white, the 7s’ and the
concept of whiteness as such are never to be seen adequately with the perception
of this paper per se present in front of me as a real object; the knowledge of white
paper is obtained through a fulfillment of whiteness as such, as the object meant; in
order to apprehend the perceived thing, the whiteness as such as an ideal object, as
a color-idea, must be intuited together with the perception of this white paper here.
But the seeing of whiteness requires an act of a completely different kind. It is seen
only with a simultaneous enactment of the consciousness of the ‘is’ and thus always
in the awareness of the whole state of affairs in the form of “being-white.” This is an
Intuition which is founded upon the same percept and yet has a distinct object of its own
such as ‘being’ ; the perceived thing per se ‘serves only as an elucidatory example’, a
‘documented case’ of the universality of the ideal object.’

All those which cannot be wrapped up with individual particular percepts, those
which cannot be made into specific variables as objective “stuff’ to be perceived—calls

‘

Husserl “categorial forms.” None of those categorial forms, none of the ‘a’ , ‘the’ , ‘and’ ,
‘or' , ‘if’, and the propositional elements of quantity, modality, number are in the object
sensuously perceived, for they all lack being of reality with their meaning essences
completely nonempirical.

Without changing the meaning and function of intuition, one should be able to say
now about a non-sensuous perception; Husserl calls it “categorial intuition.” Categorial
Intuition is an intuition having universal idealities as its objects of perception, ie. non-
sensory ideal concepts and forms such as aggregate, infinity, totalities, pluralities,
numbers, state of affairs etc. They are just as objects as objects of sensible intuition
insofar as they satisfy the conditions of intuitive objectivity, i.e. givenness and presence.
Categorial intuition, a rather Trebellious’ notion against Kant's dualistic rationality, now
becomes not only possible, but necessary with Husserl. While in Kant categories or
concepts are apriori conditions for the knowledge of an object of possible experience
but nowise themselves to be possibly experienced. In Husserl, however, category itself
s to be an object to be directly given in intuition; it is possible to be experienced. Given
that fulfillment means making present in person, categorial intuition makes universality
per se present. Through the categorial intuition, ideal object, pure idea as such, is to be
directly grasped in its full universality at one time.

2) The founding-founded, inseparably-separated relational dialectic
The name for the new epistemological relation working for the categorial intuition
1s a founding-founded relation which represents the phenomenological way in which

the I-think reaches the objectivity of the world” The categorial intuition is a “founded

° Husserl(2001b), §41

" In Husserlian context, the founding-founded relation fundamentally characterizes the structure of part-whole
relation. With the notion of foundation, Husserl translates part-whole relation into the relation of non-identical
mutual dependency. For the phenomenological reestablishment of Part-Whole relationship, see particularly
Husserl(2001b), Investigations III & IV.
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act” on an actual perceptual intuition. Nonetheless, it is simultaneously capable of an a
priori independent epistemological performance of direct and immediate apprehension
of the ideal meaning of logical forms and concepts. In this regard, the founding-founded
complexity involved in the categorical intuition represents a kind of dialectical relation
between non-independence and independence, between separability and inseparability;
‘dialectical’ first and foremost in a quite primitive Platonic sense of ‘divisionary within
and for a unifying synthesis , which embeds a concept of relational hierarchy in it, and
also in a Hegelian sense that an affirmation of independence and separability essentially
contains within itself a moment of self-negation, namely, dependence and inseparability.
But a peculiar phenomenon of this phenomenological dialectic is that the two ‘opposites’
in no way conflict with each other: in this sense, it is farthest from both Hegelian and
Kantian dialectic. What should be clearly seen is that, strictly divided, those opposites
are always already monadically unified, i.e. indivisibly, non-contradictingly.

However, Husserlian monad does not unilaterally correspond to a Leibnizian
ontological substance, either, even though sharing with it some essential attributes
such as indivisibility and unity. One thus should be careful when saying that in Husserl
reason is monadic, as opposed to Kant® reason is fundamentally monadic with Husserl,
not necessarily in regard to the simplicity of reason as substance, but rather in terms
of its function of monadizing—unifying—Idea with experience. The famous Husserlian
expression from the beginning, “One All-encompassing reason,” speaks precisely for
such monadic tendency of cognitive motion, which in itself counteracts to the limited and
divided Kantian intellect. What is monadic in the end is the relation as such. Idea and
experience, theory and givenness are not to be contradicting in terms of the possibility
of knowing as in Kant, but essentially inseparable, mutually dependent, in Husserl.

In sum, the objectivity of the categorial forms as such can never be separately
perceived without intimation with a real founding intuition; yet they ‘exist as absolutely
independent actualities at the same time in order to make the real known. The categorial
intuition, e, the eidetic seeing, releases the categorical forms themselves independently
and thereby grants the experience of the real a price of legitimate knowledge. In this
way, a definite hierarchy in terms of the epistemic power is set up between a real
particular case and an ideal universal prototype, between two generically differentiated
perceptive acts.

4. Husserlian Antinomy as the Principle of Ontological Placement of Being
1) The ontological differentiation between the ideal and the real

The meaning and role of non-independence is never simply the same as
dependence, never implies a low-positionality. Non-independence, namely, foundedness,
phenomenologically understood, rather has an intent of a higher ideal necessity, which

deserves a definitely ‘separate’ place with regard to its meaning value. Likewise, the

¥ See Husserl(1980), §14 : “Inclusion of the Ontologies in Phenomenology.”
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independence of the founding real percept does not mean a validatory self-sufficiency
of self-evidence; rather the non-independence of the founded consciousness of the ideal
object represents self-sufficiency in terms of its presentifiability.

In this qualitative-functionally intertwined relational complex between founding
dependence and founded self-sufficiency lies a logical ‘perplexity’ where the hierarchy
as a measure of epistemological potential operates in such a peculiar direction from
the founded to the founding, so that what is prior logico-literally, namely, the founding
element, comes to be what is dependent phenomenologico-dialectically; as a result, the
founded element takes up the prior in terms of the validating power position. This
‘oddity’ is to go away only with an inversion of the relational order by the insertion of

an ontological hierarchy.

We do not deny but in fact emphasize, that there s a fundamental categorical split between ideal
being and real being; between being as Species and being as what is individual. The conceptual
unity of predication likewise splits into two essentially different sub-species according as we affirm
and deny properties of individuals, or affirm or deny general determination of Species. (Husserl

2001a, 150, emphases added)

The most rigorous split is now structurally premade strictly with regard to being
in Husserl between the real and the ideal. The real and the ideal are the two most
tenacious and most fundamental categories of phenomenological being surviving all
modifications and extension throughout Husserl’s phenomenology as a whole. The
ontological differentiation of the ideal being from the real being is essential, not only as
a metaphysical condition for the experience of truth, but for phenomenological thinking
at all: “one must clearly grasp what the ideal is, both intrinsically and in relation to
the real, how this idea stands to the real, how it can be immanent in it and so come to
knowledge.” (Husserl 2001a, 120) The ideal, for Husser], both as the innate quality of Idea
and itself as a form of object as such to be intuited, is most conspicuously characterized
with its complete independence from the conditions that determine the totality of the
real. Correlatively, the real represents something consisting of the totality of nature,
which stands up ‘against’ the ideal in regard to its objective essences. The being of the
real is to be determined exactly with reference and in essential relation to the way in
which the ideal exists. By the same token, what the ideal is intrinsically, is revealed and
affirmed with and through the determination of what the real is. They are going to be
‘ontologico-categorically’ differentiated from each other in the essentially constitutive

relation.
2) Antinomy as an Ontological Incommensurability

In this way, already at the most primitive stage of phenomenology, ideality

fundamentally as a meaning property denotes a property of being: Idea is a being as that
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which “remains in itself” and “retains its ideal being.” (Husserl 2001a, 86) It is something
that is ‘there’ as a pure “ideal possibility” as “the being or holding” of universality, that
is, as a ‘possibility in regard to the being of empirical cases.” (ibid) What that being
of ideality specifically refers to is being qua being, not a being derived or constituted,
lL.e., being whose existential meaning ground comes from the being of itself, namely,
being given in itself. It denotes being of the most evident actuality in the sense of self-
sufficiency, ie., that which “appears as actual and self-given.” (Husserl 2001a, 282, bolds
added)

In contrast to the self-givenness of ideal being, the being of the real world is given
in the form of the “general positing [Setzung]” (Husserl 1983, 57) in the attitude that
characterizes the reflective style of positive natural sciences. The “natural attitude,”
so names Husserl, asserts the true existence of the real world always in the mode
of a thesis and thereby inheres, that is, essentially, a tendency to frame any ‘thingly’
experience within formal predication. For Husserl, such being of reality merely
represents a posited givenness, which means nothing other than that it is “predicative-
thematically formed.” If being and remaining in this natural attitude, experience present
to my consciousness is always already thematic; it is already a product of thought. The
totality of the real as the being of the positedly given is not existence as such subject to
an “original immediate experience,” but rather existence as always already registered
within a predicative form.

Likewise, there are two types of certainties which concern fundamentally different
“kinds of being,”” namely, the certainty of the being of the real and the certainty of the
being of the irreal[reell]-ideal; the former certainty, ie. the certainty of the existence of
the world, indicates a thematically registered sense grasped as being certain, while the
latter absolute evidence as that which justifies that very registration. Each different type
concretely corresponds to the region of physis and the region of pure noesis, respectively.
Such contrast of the two certainties and regions now refers to an ontological barrier
set up between the real and the ideal-irreal; it represents an “abysmal distance” that is
supposed to be passed through during the epoche. However, what has become more and
more clear and significant is precisely the distance itself between this world immersed in
the natural attitude and that world of pure consciousness taken off from that attitude.

With that installation of the barrier, however, the two domains are to be immediately
and essentially related precisely in that disconnection, as that disconnection. All this
happened on different levels. The former—disconnection—institutes an ontological
relation and the latter—interconnection—announces an epistemological relation, as had

been altogether clearly manifest already in the Logical Investigations with the notion

The differentiation of being into the being of the real and the being of the ideal makes Husserl launch the
program of “regional ontology” which is interested in a discernment of ontological essences of different species
of objects in terms of a strict distinction of the regions to which they must belong. Hence the clarification
of distinct regions of being directly and essentially corresponds to a distinction of the “kinds of being,” the
expression of which Ludwig Landgrebe used in his article “Regions of Beings and Regional Ontologies in
Husserl's Phenomenology” (Landgrebe (1981), 135).
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of the categorial intuition. The monadic epistemological integration of the play of the
ideal into the whole of the act of understanding is precisely conditioned upon such
most strictly dualistic ontological disintegration of the essence of the ideal-irreal being
from that of the real being. The categorial intuition itself was already a form of such
act of setting up an ontological barricade between the two dwelling places to which the
corresponding objects belong.

That bar signifies nothing else than an ontological incommensurability in the sense
that it cannot be broken into by those conditions that determine the being of the real.
Precisely upon such ontological incommensurability, the founded character of categorical
objectivity can turn to be itself founding. Precisely in such ontological irreconcilability
lies Husserlian ‘antidote’ to the Kantian antinomy that was phenomenologically criticized
as having been originated from a metaphysical confusion about the regional essences of

different “classes’ of being.

3) Transcendence and Immanence

Transcendence and immanence designating two fundamentally different modes of
givenness of objects in their relation to pure consciousness, are introduced precisely
in this theorizing context of the mutually incommensurable ontological relation
between the region of the real and the region of the irreal-ideal.’” Husserl describes a
transcendent object as an object that presents itself to consciousness only in the mode
of “adumbration.” (Husserl 1983, 87) It shows itself, whether actually in person, or in
memory, or in phantasy or in imagination, in whatever modified forms of cognition, in a
constantly flowing chain of consciousness of lived experiences, only as an ever-changing
part or side or moment, that is, “of essential necessity.” (ibid) It never gives itself a
whole including every component of its being all at once in one consciousness. This is
the mode of givenness of the whole of physical being; the essential modal characteristic
of this being, that is, the being of a physical thing, is “inadequacy” and “contingency,”
for it could be given otherwise on the horizon of lived experience. For Husserl the
contingency of physical being means, as it is, the contingency of the very posited thesis
of the world’s spatiotemporal-causally bound existence. As said, the existence of the
world is nothing but the contingent seznse of that thesis: “bevond that it is nothing.”(Husserl
1983, 112, original italics) From that, the existential necessity of reality has gone.

As opposed to the one-sided, adumbrative givenness of the transcendent object,
an immanent object is given in an “absolute” mode, keeping all the connotations of
the infinite, the total and the whole within its meaning, though with its own peculiar
kind of inadequacy." The immanent object is present within consciousness, not as a
procedurally identified unity through adumbrative concatenations of consciousness

outside of consciousness, but already as a unity as such of the simplicity of the absolute,

1" See Husserl 1983, §§.38-46, esp. §44
" Husserl 1983, 97
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as the perceiving as such, the appearing as such, the adumbrating as such. The manner
in which the appearing as such appears to consciousness, i.e., the appearance of
appearance, the perception of perceiving, and so forth, is that it is “absolutely” present
with and within the movement of lived experience, as the movement as such. The being
of the Ego who perceives that consciousness in its immanence is an “absolute actuality”
completely free from any changeability or alterability of a “presumptive actuality” of the
world of physical things which is exposed to a constant dubitability in the sense that a
non-being is always part of its being on the horizon of possibility as conceivability.”” The
pure consciousness as an immanent being is ‘indubitably absolute being in the sense

that by essential necessity nulla re indiget ad existendum. " (ibid, 110)

consciousness considered in its “purity’ must be held to be a self-contained complex of being,
a complex of absolute being into which nothing can penetrate and out of which nothing can slip,
to which nothing is spatiotemporally external and which cannot be within any spatiotemporally
complex, which cannot be affected by any physical thing and cannot exercise causation upon any

physical thing.( Husserl 1983, 112, original italics, bolds added)

Now what the absolute means in Husserl's phenomenology has been clear: it means
nothing but self-containedness as itself-givenness and self-sufficiency, namely, immanence
as such, precisely in counter-position to the posited givenness, namely, transcendence.
With that, a definite reversal of the meaning and function of being-relations takes place.”
What had been traditionally considered as the first ground of confirmation, namely, the
being of the real world, has become a “secondary” derivative sense in relation to the

first absolute being of consciousness.

4) Relational antinomy as a logic of placement

For Husserl, transcendence and immanence represents an absolute structure of
the modality of being, having nothing to do with the finitude of human rationality
or inadequacy of human perception. It is an eidetic law of presentation of objects on
which the thing in itself [Gegenstand] takes. Insofar as the objects are physical things,
for instance, they cannot but be given transcendently, of eidetic necessity, even to
God.™ Not only immanence, but transcendence is also an absolutely determined being
character of the being of physis. The first relation that the absoluteness determines is
precisely the eidetic separation of the regions of objects; second, this essentially separate
eideticity becomes an immediate basis for the determination of another relation, namely,
constitutional hierarchy. Consciousness is absolute as “constituting being,” in the sense of
the absolutely first source of the activation of all cognitive possibilities.

The meaning of the first here refers precisely to the first placement. the first is that

" ibid, §46.
¥ ibid, §50.
M ibid, §43.
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“which must already be there so that something real can manifest itself” as Heidegger
points out.” The absolute, namely, the immanent consciousness, exists as having all
those characters in its region, so that such region-characters themselves can be delved
out, described, clarified, that is, scientifically thematized. Precisely this placedness in an
absolute region constitutes the ontic style of phenomenological consciousness; the pure
consciousness is ontically styled always as being placed, as being in the sphere of the
absolute first. Being is made “seen” only as being placed in a certain sphere, as being
represented by that sphere.

What all this shows is that the structural essence of the phenomenological being
i1s a peculiar kind of relation: immanent consciousness is ontico-ontologically absolute,
precisely because of its complete non-dependence in terms of constitution and its ultimate
priority in the constitutive order, but always and of necessity ‘compared to any and
every reality.”"® Likewise, the totality of the given, the reality is absolutely ontologically
dependent on the horizon structure of possibility and the work of intentionality of
rational consciousness on that horizon; it is always derivative, but that status of being-
derivative is absolute, also only and always in relation to the absolute being of the
consciousness. In other words, the “inessentiality” of the being of the real shows itself as
absolute. Physis is absolutely relative to consciousness, reality suffers from absolute non-
sufficiency essentially needing the other primary being in order for the being-meaning of
its own to be verified.

Consequently, being qua relation is meant always as being placed in Husserl: by being
placed in absoluteness, being as truth is to be discerned, precisely in relation to, vis-a-
vis non-being, namely, a mere sense of being.”” Moreover, by and with being placed in
the absolute region, the absolute creates a place for the other—the non-absolute—, by
saying in simultaneity that the unmixed exterior of purity is the place for the sake of
giving a meaning to the Out; it endows the meaning of relativity to that other place,
as also absolute. According to the antinomic relational formula of transcendence and
immanence, the immanent and the transcendent, the ideal-irreal and the real, have to
co-exist in such hierarchic administration of power: it is a legal code of what kind of
communication is possible between the two modes of being, and how they can speak to
each other in that possibility.

5. The Moment of the Political in the Phenomenological Antinomy
Despite that the self-understanding of a motivational end of phenomenology is that
phenomenology should aim to clarify and thematize the ultimately “disinterested

" Heidegger(1985), 105

' Thid.

" Apparently, this sense of place finds its origin in Aristotle; in Aristotle, to be actualized is to be given a place
in the order of beings. It also transparently revives in the Heideggerian motto that “language is a dwelling of
being.” In Kant, too, the impossibility of talking about the pure transcendental subject as such is rendered to
the problem of ‘How to designate a proper place for thought. Determination of being as a legal designation of
a place is shaped with Husserl somewhat in the most ‘finished, most dramatic, and perhaps most ‘formidable’
fashion in this tradition of Western metaphysics.
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[uninterssierten/unbeteiligten]” essence of théoria,® Husserl's phenomenology, from the
very beginning launched itself as a clearly interest-laden project. In other words, the
incipient motif that initiates the official move of phenomenology with the investigation
into logic and has persisted from then on, is something that can be understood from
the point of view of a strong interest. One most impending and long-lasting Husserlian
phenomenological interest is a kind of geopolitical interest in a re-mapping of the rules
of epistemology; a re-drawing of the constitutional diagram of truth in the form of a re-
shaping of the whole field system of science in the philosophical matrix is a consistent
political interest that mobilizes Husserl’s phenomenology as a whole.

By the political, in relation to the structure of the phenomenological being, we mean,
first of all and above all, that which is concerned with placement in certain power-relation.
We define as the political the structural character in which the relation between the
placed beings is identified in a hierarchical power-relation, without the investment of
which the placement itself does not occur, and which itself is an effect of the regional-
ontological demarcation. The key intent of that placement is, once again, relation. Giving
places, designating places, shifting places, in the form of a bordering— all mean precisely a
setup and an administration of certain definite political relation between those differentiae
undergoing the placement. The specific object on which the placement is acted is being in
Husserl's case and the political of which we are catching sight indicates the character of
an ontological relation between the regions determined according to the phenomenological
rule of differentiation. On the other hand, the political is brought about with the
phenomenological gesture to claim a legal 7ight to decide the rule of the production and
the management of the “legitimacy of the highest and ultimately necessary indubitability
which leaves remaining no unasked and unsettled questions.” (Husserl 1974, 23)

Now in the antinomic relational hierarchy between the two regions and kinds of
being, the political specified in the meaning above works in such a way that the ideal,
corresponding to the subjective-transcendental, metaphysically takes ‘care’ of the totality
of the real; with the ‘care’ , the ideal provides the absolute self-evident ground for any
formal signification and in return, the totality of the natural-real acquires a legitimate
meaning of its being. This care represents no other than the free transcendental play
of subjective intentionality. With that relational-foundational structure of the intentional
care, reason is neither a mere Cartesian natural light nor a Kantian legislator in
Husserl, but an exclusively administrative and implementing political power as such
which governs all epistemological relations in order to obtain ultimate security for the
possibility of knowing. That power bespeaks itself precisely through the ontological
antinomy between the real and the ideal.

Ultimately, the overall structure of the antinomy places the ideal-normative in a

dialectically oppositional relation to the real-factual. Within the relational structure, the

" In Husserl, a philosopher, a phenomenologist eventually, is described as a “disinterested—nonparticipant—
spectator” putting every worldly-thingly state of affairs to a universal question in a totally pure theoretical
attitude, which means nothing but “doing a critique.” See Husserl (1970), 239 & “The Vienna Lecture” in ibid,
285.
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two antinomic modes of being constantly reaching each other by the founding-founded,
transcendent-immanent needs. Yet, the manner of interdependency is precisely such
that the transcendental-ideal relentlessly exercises its positional power from without
onto the natural-real, to delimit the possibility for the latter to be as a justified being;
within the unity, the discriminate position of the ideal being itself is decided up as an
absolutely exclusive reference point to decide both the urgency of felos and the ultimacy
of logos. In this manner, a kind of geopolitical structure is set into the antinomy of the
phenomenological being, in which a specific epistemological-cultural power relation is
formulated and set out to function, instituting a set of new ontological meaning-value.

On the other hand, the phenomenological regional ontological antinomy as a logic
of placement is attuned to the concept of politics of Ranciérian type, more or less.
According to Ranciere, politics arises with an ontological consciousness of the place; it is
the logic of discordance over the proper boundary of the place due for the faction which
feels itself deserved for that place.” The Ranciérian place here indicates fundamentally
a political place where the possibility of speech is reified””; being means exactly being
placed in order to speak. Such Ranciérian conception of placement is particularly
conditioned by the possibility of a constant change of the boundary of the “space where
parties, or lack of parts have been defined.” *

The claiming of such place is a correlate to the “questioning” of the existing order of
relationship.” Tt does delegitimatize the existing order of beings and thereby reconfigures
the relational structure, offering a new rule for the distribution of legitimacy. In this
sense, Ranciérian concept of placement consumes the major geopolitical interest
discovered in Husserl. But Husserlian placement has nothing to do with the “coming to
existence of a place into phenomena” but has everything to do with a “going beyond
the phenomena” to uncover the “concealed” place primordially reserved. In Husser],
it is not the case that a place for politics comes into existence, but that the political
manifests itself with an ontological consciousness of the ideal place in eternal existence
always already. In case of Husserl, the political is structurally internalized within the
phenomenological transcendentality and the relational antinomy of being.

In this radical internality emerges a self-consciousness of the ideal part about its
originarily exceptional placedness vis-a-vis the manner in which the real is placed. The
original subjective consciousness of always already being placed, having to be placed,
in such manner and mode, corresponds precisely to the consciousness of self-power as
that which is “being always already there” incommensurably from and for the sake of
the other forms of being® That the ideal power is absolutely validated by being placed
at the ideal region preserving its full purity represents a phenomenological justice of

¥ Ranciére (1999)

“ Tbid., Chapter 2.

' Tbid, 30.

? Thid, 36.

“ See especially Husserl (1970), Parts I-II and “The Vienna Lecture” in Ibid. 269-299. In addition, the notion of
self-evidence in such sense is widely discussed in “The Origin of Geometry” in Ibid, 353-378.
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immanence as that which is demanded from the idea of science and theory as such.**
The origin of all these political phenomena is precisely the ontological structural
antinomy between the ideal and the real. In Husserlian framework, politics is present
directly in the metaphysical flow of the legitimacy-founding power from the ideal to
the real; the absolute antinomic ontological boundary serves the niche where any
meaningful speech is allowed to begin and the essential theoretical substratum on which

phenomenological talk is possible at all.

6. Conclusion: A Positive Antinomy

It is Adorno who picked up the name antinomy first as a systemic fault of Husserl's
phenomenology.” Sharp and brilliant as it is, his analysis is mainly focused on the
Logical Investigations particularly on the antinomic mechanism of the categorical
intuition in which the immediate wholeness of the pure presence of the universal Idea
1s ‘hypostatized’ into a particular perceptual event of fode-ti which is always already
mediated by what is not itself®

But Husserlian antinomy, as I have translated it into an ontologico-teleological antinomy,
rules over in fact the entire phase of Husserl's phenomenology. For Husserl, the term
“antinomy’ can serve an index referring to the unique and most problematic Husserlian
dialectic of inclusion and exclusion with which a specific epistemological power relation is
positively formulated in such a way to establish a meaning hierarchy between theoreticity
and normativity, between totality and infinity, between phenomena and essence, between
part and whole, between meaning and origin, between subjectivity and objectivity, between
crisis and critique, between antiquity and modernity, and at last between Europe and all
the nonEuropean Rest. All those relations, phenomenologically captured as enigmatic, are
in an inclusively-excluded, exclusively-including relational symbiosis throughout Husserl
precisely and entirely grounded on the antinomy between the ideal and the real. It reveals
us in the end a peculiar manner in which Husserl's phenomenology places the universal-
ideal in the hierarchical power relation to the particular-real within the structure of the
totality of all-encompassedness. As such, the Husserlian ontological-structural antinomy as
a logic of placement performs a politics on the level of being.

Such phenomenological antinomy no longer yields a Kantian situation that the rational
dialectical striving for the ideal conflicts with the rational critical understanding of the
real. Instead, the antinomic presence of the ideal itself is to be the essential condition
for the possibility of knowing at all; understanding can complete its mission rather
than being limited precisely thanks to the uncompromising ontological irreconcilability
between the two modes and regions of being. The ontological oppositional relation to the
otherness is inherent to the very being structure of the phenomenological reason.

The Husserlian antinomy is fundamentally positive-teleological rather than

2? See Introduction of Husserl(1978),
# Adorno (1982)
* Ibid, 119-120 & 203-204
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negative-dialectical in Kantian function. The antinomy in Husserl is something that
must preemptively exist for the sake of the unity of rationality, rather than being a
consequential confrontation with it; it is precisely the incompatible state of the ideal
being thanks to, and on the ground of which the route for the justification of the power
of reason opens. In this sense, Husserlian antinomy does not appeal to the negative
critical function as self-restriction and self-discipline of reason as in Kant, but stands
for an absolute positivity which makes reason constantly affirm and reaffirm its infinite

metaphysico-political power to construct meaning and decide legitimacy.
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WORKSHOP 1

Scientific Technology and Transformation
of Humanity: From phenomenological and
Postphenomenological Viewpoints

Organizer: Shoji Nagataki (Chukyo University)
Speakers: Liberati Nicola (Universiy of Twente) |,
Testuya Kono (Rikkyo University) |,

Kiyotaka Naoe (Tohoku University) , Shoji Nagataki

Humans have changed their environmental world in various ways for comfort and
convenience with a wide range of technology. They have designed different types of
dwelling in order to make a living space comfortable. Most notably, the advancement
of science and technology after the scientific and industrial revolutions has been
transforming our living world drastically. Highly advanced digital technology has
produced a virtual and an augmented reality, thus changing a phenomenological space in
the traditional meaning. More light would be shed on these changes with the aid of the
phenomenological insight that the world given to us is mediated by the body--- a medium
through which we recognize, work on, and physically transform the world. Technology
is also bringing transformation in the way in which our body functions.

In this workshop, four speakers focus on the environmental world and human
condition being reshaped by science and technology, and raise issues on what these
ongoing changes mean to us.

Specifically, Nicola Liberati analyses situations where digital devices are intervening in
the formation of intimate human relations among the users from a postphenomenological
point of view. Tetsuya Kono discusses the matter of human subjectivity conceived as
part of the actor network interwoven with phenomena such as other living things,
artifacts, and organizations, and examine the first-person status within it. Kiyotaka
Naoe analyses the way in which artifacts produced by technology can cause the
transformation of human relationships with others and the world, and take on new
meanings and values. Shoji Nagataki discusses the property of vulnerability as part
of human nature and its transformation in light of new risks given by science and
technology from phenomenological and postphenomenological perspectives. In the course
of discussion, he also suggests that it is problematic for humans to coexist with the
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newcomers like robots and Als.

1. Being digitally intimately connected: Mediation theory and the generation of new
sexual intimacy thanks to the use of new computer devices

Liberati, Nicola (University of Twente)

liberati.nicola@gmail.com

This short paper aims to shed light on the kind of possible effects of new sexual
devices on our sexuality through the use of postphenomenology and mediation theory:.

Digital technologies are becoming intimate by touching our everyday life in every
aspect including the sexual ones. Lovers communicate through video calls and text
messages, and today it is possible even to have digital technologies which tactually
connect two or more subjects within sexual intercourse: the teledildos (Rheingold 1990;
Liberati 2017).

Teledildos are a reproduction of sexual organs with sensors and motors to capture,
digitalize, and transmit the actions and the tactile stimulation provided by one user.
Since the system can reproduce the motions of one user and capture the feedback of
a second user, it is possible to have a system where two people are interacting and
touching each other feeling the other bodily resistance.

The digital system, through this process of digitalization and re-materialization of
the sexual act, modifies the relations the two people can have by enabling them to
change their gender as they wish. Since the way users are visualized by others depends
on the way people decide to configure their teledildos, the gender of the people will
be not so relevant for the relation. A male through teledildos can be visualized as a
female by a person who likes females. Moreover, everything which can provide a digital
signal becomes potentially a sexual partner since any input can be visualized as a
sexual partner through the. A digital alarm could provide the input, and the user could
translate that input into sexual motions turning the alarm into an active sexual partner.

It could be just a very fancy way of being in touch, but it also has profound effects on
the way we live our sexual life.

Phenomenology teaches us subjects and objects are related continuously to each other.
Subjects actively perceive the world around, and, at the same time, the world tempts the
subjects suggesting specific praxes and actions (Husserl 1966).

Postphenomenology shows how technology is not neutral (Ihde 1990; Liberati 2015).
The perception of the world is deeply affected by the technologies used and then the
temptations change.

Mediation theory goes even further by showing how the technologies do not merely
shape the perception, but even the meaning people give to their actions (Verbeek 2011).

Thus, if we follow postphenomenology, not only people of a specific gender will start

to be attractive, but everyone will be attractive thanks to the possibility of changing
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their gender through the devices. Even objects will become tempting since specific
objects will be able to provide the kind of input suitable for teledildos and so they will be
visualized as potential sexual partners.

This technology has the potentiality to change the way we perceive the world and the
way we are attracted towards others and the objects around us. Moreover, if we also
follow the points provided by mediation theory, it is also clear that even the meaning
we give to sex and sexual intercourse will change according to the new potentialities
provided by these devices.

We should ask ourselves how we are going to be affected in our conception of love and
sex. It is not merely a new way of having sexual intercourse with another person, but
also our way of thinking of our place as sexual partners and the idea we have of sex in

general will change.
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2. Transcendental Subjectivity as an Actor network and the First Person Perspective
Kono, Tetsuya(Rikkyo University)
tetsuyakono@rikkyo.ac.jp
There is a controversy about what transcendental subjectivity (TS) means. Some say
that TS is a field of sense-bestowal while some say that TS is the ego which bestows
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senses to the world. Donn Welton says, “if the world has its entire being as significance,
then the subjectivity as “the field of sense-bestowal” is already entailed. Thus world as
the nexus of sense entails a correlative notion of subjectivity, not just particular “sense-
bestowing acts” but also an interrelated whole of capabilities, habitualities, and modes
of interaction in terms of which things acquire their qualities.” (Welton 2000, 91) My
question about this basic claim of phenomenology is what sense is and what sense-
bestowal is. Sense must not be an inner concept or notion; sense-bestowing must not be
notion-projection to the world. The former is impossible and the latter is simply absurd.

The sense-bestowing is originally nothing but the sign process. As C. S. Peirce
maintained, the sign can be analyzed as the triadic relation of a sign vehicle (a
representamen) which stands for some object to someone or some context (the
interpretant). In other words, whenever the representing relation has an instance, we
find one thing (the object) being represented by another thing (the “representamen” )
to a third thing (the “interpretant” ). A sign can function only when it is interpreted
as such. A footprint is just a physical mark on the sand without an interpretant. A sign
signifies something (object), only when a thing which is present to us designates another
thing which is not present to us. In this sense, the signification of sign concerns animal’s
forecast or inference: for example, seeing dark clouds, a sailor thinks that it will rain
soon. It is the relation between dark clouds and rain that makes a fisherman foresee
the rainfall. It is the relation between some symptoms and the disease that makes a
doctor give a diagnosis. It is habit that mediates subsequent recognition of the relation
between sign and object. Therefore, an interpretant generates when an interpreter
selects a semiotic relationship between a sign and an object among infinite semiotic
relationship in the natural world, and get the very relationship in the habit. Thus, it is
the relation between the sign and the object that generates the interpretant and not vice
versa. But, the interpretant is an expression of the selection by the interpreter, though
this selection can be conscious or not. The whole sign relation between the sign and the
object in the world should be called as a “field of sense-bestowal” : this field is nothing
but transcendental subjectivity. TS is the world itself, the lifeworld itself; experimental
self is the interpretant. The former generates the latter. The first person perspective
emerges through the selection of certain relations from TS. It is a potentiality of TS,
which develops along with temporality.

The signs in the world are not always natural but also human made, i.e. artificial. I
would like to claim that the lifeworld, the world with senses, is actually the whole of
actor-networks. The theory of “actor-network” , in other words, “hybrid community” |,
or “assemblage” is developed by Michel Callon and Bruno Latour. The actor-network
1s reducible neither to an actor alone nor to a network. It is composed of a series of
heterogeneous elements, animate and inanimate, that have been linked to one another.

The “actants” of the network are materially heterogeneous. An actor-network can be
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described by a map of “material-semiotic’ relations that are simultaneously material
and semiotic. What kinds of non-human actants exist in our environment can have
profound effects on our existence and on our psychological activities. The technological
orders can place limitations on our thinking, as easily as they can enable important and
wonderfully extended cognitive performances. When we can integrate the affordances
of technological artifacts into our action system, we change ourselves to new enhanced
beings. Our lifeworld is the material-semiotic world. The relations=senses in the
lifeworld are at the same time causal and semiotic. They are at the same time powers
and references. The lifeworld is an assemblage networking heterogeneous (animate
and inanimate, natural and artificial) elements. If the lifeworld itself is TS, TS is
intersubjective, material and semiotic, causal and referential. This material-semiotic

world produces empirical self, i.e. our mind, our self.
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3. Mutual sense-making and Value-sensitive design
Naoe, Kiyotaka (Tohoku University)
knaoe@m.tohoku.ac.jp

Engineering activity is said to embody tacit knowledge. In contrast to the verbal,
explicit, this knowledge gives reliability and smoothness to the operation of a system,
enables the relationship between humans and machines (e.g., endoscopic operation),
identifies artifacts functions, makes judgments on risk acceptability, and also works
as a foundation for knowledge sharing and knowledge creation in a group and so on.
Although almost all engineering knowledge is tacit or rooted in non-propositional
knowledge, tacit knowledge is usually viewed as being personal, as suggested even by
its first advocate, Michael Polanyi. In this paper, however, I focus on the collectiveness of
tacit knowledge in engineering processes.

H. Collins contrasts collective tacit knowledge (CTK) with what he calls relational
tacit knowledge (RTK) and somatic tacit knowledge (STK), saying that, whereas the
latter two are personal and reducible to the explicit, the former is embedded in society
and unique to humans. Simple examples of CTK is bicycle-riding. In contrast to Bike-
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balancing which is merely physical phenomena and possible to reproduce in machines
(STK), negotiating traffics contains reactions to the traffic situation, care for others and
movements of others, thus embodied in the social milieu from the beginning (CTK).
Departing from the use of Collins’s term social Cartesianism, which regards the body
as purely causal or physiological, I take the first-person perspective and highlight the
“phenomenal body” in Merleau=Ponty’s sense. ‘I experience my body (tacitly) as a
unified potential or capacity for doing this and that - typing this sentence, scratching
that itch and so on” (Merleau=Ponty, “Phenomenology of Perception” ). Through the
medium of our living body, we constitute the world we live in and contact with other
things and persons. By overlooking this process of “Participatory Sense-Making" (PSM),
Collins fails to grasp the foundation of collectiveness.

By presenting an example of chalk factory in which more than 70% of the employees
have intellectual disabilities, some of them severe, and for whom, instead of abstract
verbal instruction, step-by-step communication is necessary, I examine the flexible
structure of CTK with detailed analyses of incorporeal relationships and PSM, based
on A. Schutz's concepts of “mutual tuning-in relationship’ and “system of relevance” .
Engineering activity here has its origin in mutual sense-making by multiple people,
in this case, an employee and her job coach. On the foundation of mutual tuning-in
relationships, the following processes take place: (1)Both the employee and her job coach
pay joint attention to the same situations. Each of them coordinates her movements with
the changes in speed, directions of the other, and then anticipates how the other moves
in the next. In this process of synchronization resonance, both of them participate in
each other’s sense-making. (2)The intellectual disability person and her job coach thus
gradually acquire flexible mutual sense-making: what they should focus attention, how
to understand the situation, what is the symptom of the change, for example. (3)They
discover of artifact’s function in the process of the product test. For the sake of product
test, the factory invented specialized, easy-to-understand test jig. Because obedience to
the rule has little power here, they should be discoversed and interpreted as such and
such first. The function or meaning of artifacts is created in-between the participants,
the jig, and chalks.

From such thinking, moreover, another significant point follows: namely, the two-
sidedness of tacit knowledge. On the one hand, PSM has a tendency to stabilize; it is
routinized to “taken-for-granted” knowledge by repetition of experiences (Schutz 1970).
On the other hand, PSM, as a problem-solving activity, has the flexibility to address
unintended or unplanned situations: PSM is in readiness to prepare for unforeseen
or analogous situations (Crease 1994). The script is not instructions for execution,
but serves the meaning, helping to evoke it so the performance can issue out from it.
Thus, CTK involves a dialectical relationship between the formulated routine and the

unformulated improvisation. Moreover, my discussion also reveals the practical as well
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as the theoretical significance of CTK. CTK not only confers meanings to artifacts, but
also enable us to explain the organizational structure of the cases so often discussed in
engineering ethics, “ironies of automatization” (Bainbridge 1987) or the “normalization
of deviance” (Vaughn 1997), for example.
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4. Vulnerability, Risk, and Humanity
Nagataki,Shoji (Chukyo University)
shojinagataki@gmail.com

In this paper, I consider the history of humans in terms of struggles for overcoming
vulnerability, and situate contemporary technologies advanced through scientific and
industrial revolutions on the background of those struggles. Then, I analyze what
possible products of robotics mean to us from a viewpoint of vulnerability, with a special
attention to the problem of robot-human coexistence.

Humans have devised a variety of tools and changed their environmental world in
order to compensate for their vulnerabilities. As a result, while old types of risk, such as
shortage of food, menace of predators and so on, have been substantially reduced, new
ones have emerged (Coeckelbergh 2013). We can view the current development of Al
and robotics from a historical perspective of coping with human vulnerability. According
to Cartesian ontology, products of scientific technology, no matter how excellent they are,
belong to res extensa, thus essentially different from humans in a metaphysical sense.
In the near future, robotics and Al research may succeed in creating very humanlike
beings which can exceed human intelligence in many senses. Human desire to replicate
themselves may make such beings more than just industrial products, just res extensa.
Those beings, which are a kind of externalization of human intelligence, could become
res cogitans like us in the sense of beings with mind and consciousness. We might even
notice within us "the archaic remnants of emotions which may linger in our revulsion"

(Habermas 2003, 25) against such beings. In that case, we will have a much more crucial
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problem of whether we should accept such intelligent and humanlike robots as our
partners.

What is necessary for such robots to be accepted as social members for us, or to
coexist with us? How can they be not just mere objects, but intersubjective beings
which can share with us “processes of reaching understanding and self-understanding”
(Habermas 2003, 10)? My thesis is that they have to be a moral agent with a kind of
humanity. Otherwise, such robots can be a new type of significant risk for us.

What kind of beings do humans acknowledge as moral agents? Analyzing situations
in which someone is deemed a moral agent, there are, among others, three conditions
to be met. First, it can be seen as being basically similar with each other in terms of
bodily structure, cognitive ability, and so on. Second, despite those similarities, there
I1s a variety of differences in each individual, some of which are inscrutable from the
first-person perspective. Third, morality can be acquired only if we are mindful of our
vulnerability and social dependence.

Psychological abilities specific to humans are bodily restricted. Our cognitive style is
largely determined by physical features that we have. Whether the other is a human
or a human-like robot, clues to properly capture its intention are provided by our
having similar bodies. Such similarity helps us to predict how it perceives the outer
world and what intent it has. From a phenomenological point of view, this kind of
psychological ability is based on bodily similarity and ontological homogeneity among us.
Our first level [of communication] is the universally human, and is closely linked with
our similarity as organic beings---in certain cases, even with what we share with the
animals (Dreyfus and Taylor 2015, 107).

Injuries and diseases are caused when the skin and inner tissues are physically
damaged, when ultraviolet rays erode the skin, or when bacteria, viruses, or toxic
substances affect the body through the skin-boundary. No matter how science and
technology progress, our vulnerability comes down to the fact that the skin is thin
and susceptible to damage. As Coeckerlbergh says, “we have to realise that we are
existentially vulnerable and that we are naked” (Coeckelbergh 2013, 43). The direct
and mutual relationship between humans and the world and things in it is sometime
expressed by a metaphor of touching. If robots and Als produced by scientific
technologies in 21st century do not share the common ground with us and the world in
some way, they cannot be moral agents.

The discussions so far suggests the importance of bodily similarity and ontological
homogeneity with us. However, these do not suffice for something’s being a moral agent.
There is another element to be considered: alterity, or otherness, against such affinities.
My thesis is that such an irreplaceability consists in its having a rich inner world. Such
private realm is where our personality and irreplaceability, including that of moral

responsibility, lie in. Thus, for example, a machine which functions in a predictable or
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required way does not have its “alterity,” even if it is as good an industrial product as
can be. When coordinating ourselves in order to engage in a cooperative activity, we will
feel an affinity between us, while when failing in it, a sense of alterity, impenetrability,
or inscrutability will be imposed upon us. In fact, such alterity is very familiar. It is a
common experience that we find similarities as well as differences between us.

Alterity and morality are based on the irreplaceability which is closely related with
such inscrutable inner affluence. If we can implement this inner affluence in robots, they
are probably become moral agents for human beings in some way. As I argued, it is
necessary for something’s being a moral agent us to share the ontological homogeneity
with a human being. This homogeneity can be grasped by the concept of, for example,
common vulnerability with human. It is impossible to realize such human vulnerability
in machines like robots at the current moment. Is it reduced to the technological problem
of (bio-)engineering realization of a humanlike skin? Or is there a deeper metaphysical
problem?
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